RANSOM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Regular Meeting – July 7, 2026
The meeting was called to order by chair Todd Anderson at 9:00am. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Members present: Greg Schwab, Neil Olerud, Sye Olson, Kevin Bishop, and Todd Anderson. Also present: Auditor Nicole Gentzkow and Lynn Kaspari via telephone representing the Ransom County Gazette. 
Agenda was reviewed. Next Era and county shop update were subjects added to the agenda. Bishop moved, seconded by Schwab to approve the agenda with additions. All aye. Motion carried. 
Tom Jacobson and Ken Williams appeared before the board to discuss the City of Elliott’s lack of government and paying the light bills. Jacobson and Williams asked the board how they can access the funds in the City of Elliotts account. Williams presented century code to the board on possible ways to unincorporate as a city. Williams and Jacobson will get ahold of Fallon Kelly to explore options. 
Derek Johnson with the Ransom County Housing Authority appeared before the board and presented minutes from the previous housing authority meeting. Olson moved, seconded by Bishiop to approve the minutes. All aye. Motin carried. Olson moved, seconded by Bishop to amend the minutes and correct the chairman. All aye. Motion carried. Bishop then moved to approve the financials as presented from April, May, and June. All aye. Motion carried. Johnson suggested the board end their contract with the Cass County Housing Authority and enter into an agreement with Great Plains Housing Authority. David Klein with Great Plains Housing Authority will come to an upcoming commission meeting and introduce himself. 
Kirsten Gilbert, Emergency Manager appeared before the board and presented the memorandum of agreement for state radio line fee for 7/1/2027-6/30/2029. Gilbert, Benneweis, and Oien will be attending a meeting regarding Siren on 7/23/26. 
Barb Sheets, Cayla Wiltse, Chelsey Jones, and Brenna Welton appeared before the board to discuss the lack of funds in the public health account. The budget submitted for 2026 from Brenna Welton stated public health would receive $806,662 in revenue and they would spend $1,077,862. The board had approved the budget with the revenue and expenditures listed, and left a beginning balance of $265,690.97 in the nurses special for 2026. Currently as of 6/30/2026 public health has spent $437,386.08 and received $221,496.35 in revenue. Gentzkow asked Brenna Welton if she still expected to get the $806,662 in revenue for 2026. Welton told the board she never expected to get $806,690.97 in revenue and had submitted a padded budget. Gentzkow let the board know she has reached out to counties throughout the state and only 6 counties are not districts. Districts can only levy up to 5 mills, and do not receive any county fund dollars. From research Gentzkow has done Ransom County is the only county giving public health over 5 mills. Gentzkow asked Welton if she was aware of any county who is not a district giving public health over 5 mills, Welton stated she did not. The county has done a transfer out of the nurse’s special account 3 times since 2018 to help off set general fund taxes needing to be levied. Ransom County can only levy up to 60 mills in the general, in 2025 the county general levy was 53.46 mills. Public Health is requesting 1/5 of the mills. Discussion was had on if public health could go to a district. Chelsey Jones stated they could not survive with five mills. Currently if the public health does not receive the grants expected on the budget sheet the county will need to transfer reserves to public health in order to make payroll through the remainder of the year. Gentzkow will check with the state and the state auditors on how that will affect the county’s 3% cap.  With the legislative 3% cap the county would need to eliminate 5 positions throughout the county general in order to fulfill the budget request from public health for 2027. 
Scott Smyth appeared before the board to let them know the Hock and McRitchie Bridges are still on track. Smyth is currently working to beef up the flex fund grant application for the Milnor road.
Darren Benneweis, Sheriff appeared before the board to let them know he has decided he will not be writing a statement correcting information on social media. Benneweis had a sit down with his staff and reminded them of all the benefits they receive (full 100% paid family health insurance and 100% paid public safety pers 19.26% of their wage put into a retirement plan). The sheriff’s department works street dances within the county, the county charges $100 per hour and the officers receive $75 per hour. Benneweis would like the officers to be paid out immediately for these services. Olerud moved, seconded by Bishop to give annual preapproval up to $800 per officer per night for the remainder of the year to be paid out on the next pay period. Roll call vote was taken Schwab – yes, Olerud – yes, Olson – yes, Bishop – yes, and Anderson – yes. All aye. Motion carried. Benneweis let the board know he has been having a lot of electrical issues with his 2022 Ford. Benneweis asked the commission what he should do, as this is not the one up for the trade this year. Anderson said he would leave it up to Benneweis’s discretion as long as he stays within budget. 
Wild Prairie Pork fulfilled the request of information from the board. The public hearing will be on July 29, 2026 at 3pm. The road route for the pig farm would be county road 153 & 58. Applicant should obtain a road haul agreement with the county. Kelly advised enforcement is the hard part. Schwab let the board know Wild Prairie Pork has been a good neighbor this far, and thinks they will continue in the future. 
Jeff Leadbetter and Fallon Kelly spoke the county/city will work together to demolish the house on 7th street and dispose of in the city landfill. 
Flex funds acceptance agreement in the amount of $2,340,989 for the hock bridge with the entire amount being covered needed to be approved and signed. Bishop moved, seconded by Olson to accept $2,340,989 for the Hock Bridge. All aye. Motion carried. 
Schwab asked how to proceed with his ambulance tax protest. Fallon Kelly advised if no action was taken, he can appeal it to district court. Fallon Kelly does not believe the county commission has any authority to forgive taxes for a different taxing entity.
Jeff Saurer’s sent a letter to the board for a joint statement on the twelve mills levied from the ambulance district when they only had authority to levy 8. A budget was submitted in July asking dollars which equaled twelve mills. Olson moved, seconded by Schwab that the commission not make any recommendation on the joint statement. All aye. Motion carried.
A local permit for Cowboy up was received along with the appropriate fee. Bishop moved, seconded by Olson to approve the permit. All aye. Motion carried.
Fallon Kelly asked to be excused at 1:25pm
Schwab let the board know Next Era is going around and signing land leases.
Budget was discussed. Gentzkow asked the board to give ideas on what to do for wages. Based off information from Tanya Wieler the board would like to see wages run with a 3% and 4.6% cola and no step. Gentzkow is also checking on insurance rates. 
Olerud, Bishop, and Schultz went to a road demo project in Cass County that was very informative. 
Minutes from the regular scheduled commission meeting on 6/16/2026 were reviewed. Bishop moved, seconded by Olson to approve minutes with corrections. All aye. Motion carried.
Audit Listing in the amount of $80,880.54 were reviewed. Bishop moved, seconded by Olson to approve the audit listing in the amount of $80,880.54. All aye. Motion carried.
	ANDERSON,TRAVIS                         
	400.00

	BARNES COUNTY CORRECTIONAL CENTER       
	4,900.00

	BARTHOLOMAY,DANIEL                      
	14.00

	BUNN, MIKE                              
	52.20

	CASS COUNTY GOVERNMENT                  
	1,560.00

	CAVETT, JON                             
	40.60

	COLE PAPER INC.                         
	79.60

	COMPUTER EXPRESS                        
	2,375.00

	DACOTAH PAPER COMPANY                   
	152.89

	DAKOTA WATER SOLUTIONS                  
	64.00

	DICKEY RURAL NETWORK INC.               
	1,197.55

	FAT MAN TRASH                           
	225.75

	GILBERT, KIRSTEN                        
	50.00

	GILBERT, SCOTT                          
	13.05

	GORDY'S GRILL & FILL                    
	1,015.97

	HEFTY SEED COMPANY                      
	362.45

	KELLY, FALLON M.                        
	1,003.11

	MARCO TECHNOLOGIES, LLC-131411          
	4.90

	MIDSTATES EQUIPMENT & SUPPLY            
	37,763.03

	NDSU EXTENSION PESTICIDE PROGRAM        
	350.00

	NDSU UGPTI-NDLTAP                       
	25.00

	NORTHLAND GLASS AND GLAZING,LLC         
	19,257.00

	OFFICE OF ATTORNEY GENERAL-1250         
	2,110.00

	OLERUD, NEIL                            
	241.43

	QUADIENT LEASING USA, INC               
	728.19

	QUAL, ANGELA                            
	500.00

	QUILL CORPORATION                       
	124.13

	RANSOM COUNTY GAZETTE                   
	1,404.65

	ROSWICK,BONITA                          
	182.06

	SCHWAB, SHELLY                          
	200.10

	SHELDON, CITY OF                        
	70.00

	SVEUM JR.,RON                           
	333.00

	TANYA WIELER                            
	3,000.00

	TYLER TECHNOLOGIES INC.                 
	115.76

	VALLEY PLAINS EQUIPMENT                 
	210.92

	VESTIS                                  
	227.69

	ZIMPRICH, BRIAN                         
	526.14

	
	

	Total
	80,880.17



Manual Warrants in the amount of $34,944.48 were reviewed. Olson moved seconded by Schwab to approve the manual warrants in the amount of $34,944.48. All aye. Motion carried.
	JPMORGAN CHASE BANK NA
	27,363.48

	LISBON, CITY OF
	196.82

	LISBON, CITY OF
	78.13

	THE ONSHIP GROUP, INC
	200.00

	LISBON, CITY OF
	72.50

	MARCO
	170.18

	MARCO
	5.00

	MARCO
	204.07

	MARCO
	20.41

	MARCO
	75.00

	QUADIENT FINANCE USA INC.
	2,000.40

	MARCO
	235.38

	MARCO
	10.00

	MARCO
	11.48

	OTTER TAIL POWER CO
	87.08

	THE ONSHIP GROUP, INC
	200.00

	MARCO
	339.11

	MARCO
	10.00

	MARCO
	20.31

	OTTER TAIL POWER CO
	214.70

	OTTER TAIL POWER CO
	1,411.06

	MARCO
	134.78

	LISBON, CITY OF
	39.50

	LISBON, CITY OF
	26.60

	MARCO
	134.73

	TRIZETTO PROVIDER SOLUTIONS
	34.00

	TRIZETTO PROVIDER SOLUTIONS
	83.44

	CASS COUNTY ELECTRIC COOP
	40.10

	CASS COUNTY ELECTRIC COOP
	5.00

	CASS COUNTY ELECTRIC COOP
	46.45

	CASS COUNTY ELECTRIC COOP
	219.46

	CASS COUNTY ELECTRIC COOP
	166.20

	MARCO TECH- ST LOUIS
	732.38

	MARCO TECH- ST LOUIS
	10.00

	SOUTHEAST WATER USERS
	72.66

	CASS COUNTY ELECTRIC COOP
	158.33

	OTTER TAIL POWER CO
	67.87

	OTTER TAIL POWER CO
	47.87

	Total
	34,944.48



Bishop moved, seconded by Olson to adjourn the meeting at 1:58. 

