Page 2 of 3

                   RANSOM COUNTY WATER RESOURCE BOARD
June 19, 2026 unapproved minutes
The Ransom County Water Resource District met on May with Ron Hartl, Dave Dahl and Scott Olerud present.  Also present:  Mike Bassingthwaite & Yaping Chi from the Department of Water Resources. The meeting was called to order at 10:06 a.m. by Manager Olerud.
Minutes from the May 8 meeting were read. Dave made a motion 2nd by Ron to approve the minutes. Motion carried. 
Yaping was given the floor. Today she is representing the Red River Joint Board. Flood reduction dams are being reviewed. Dead Colt was inspected in 2024 by State. It is a medium hazard dam. They are requesting the board engineer access the dam condition a scaling sheet was provided to complete. They will cover the engineer’s cost. Ron made a motion to have Mike proceed with the inspection, 2nd by Dave. Upon roll call vote, the motion carried unanimously. Yaping left the meeting at 10:32 a.m.
Ft Ransom Dam:  Mike reported that there is now a conditional water permit they are requiring. This may hold up the project as we cannot apply for cost share in time to get this project done. Discussion held. Dave made a motion to sign the conditional water permit. 2nd by Ron. All in favor motion carried. Mike will get the permit app submitted.
Pavilion:  Wade and Kara and Skyler (Architectual Team) joined the meeting via technology. Architecual Team left the meeting at 11:55 a.m.
Greg left the meeting at 11:56 a.m.

Bills: 

Heather Edison $1103.97



Steve Mattson $1218.59



Whitney Cole $549.80



Sharon Urbach $1745



Ransom County Highway $125



True Value $442.72



Waste Management $1255.50



DRN $243.23



Lisbon Septic $275



Elan Financial $481.56



Interstate Eng $30508.65



Auto Value $90.26



Ohnstad $892.42



SE Water $136.38



Dave Sours (Gravel) $233.45 & $467.30


True Value $324.46



Cass County Electric $91.24



WSI $250.27



NDDWR $100


Dave Sours $467.30
Dave made a motion 2nd by Hartl to approve the bills. Upon roll call vote the motion carried.
Mike left the meeting at 12 p.m.

Financials were presented. Ron made a motion 2nd by Dahl to approve, upon roll call motion carried.
Boat:  Scott said Sean F said we are good to go to sell it. 
Discussion held on getting grapple for Deadcolt for Bobcat. Ron made a motion to purchase grapple 2nd by Dave. All in favor motion carried. 

The Gator has broken down once again. Discussion held. Ron made a motion to proceed with purchasing a  mini-truck to replace the Gator. 2nd by Dahl. Upon roll call vote the motion carried.
At the Board’s meeting on May 8, 2026, the Board approved Subsurface Water Management Permit No. 2026-02 for Michael Wyum regarding Mr. Wyum’s tile project in the East Half of Section 6 in Coburn Township. The project will include a single pump outlet, located along the north boundary of the Northeast Quarter of Section 6. The pump will discharge into the south road ditch along North Dakota Highway 46; the discharge will flow to the east in the south road ditch along Highway 46, along the north boundary of Section 5. The Board’s approval of the permit included a recommendation that Mr. Wyum obtain written consent from the North Dakota Department of Transportation to discharge into or otherwise utilize any of NDDOT’s Highway 46 right of way. Sean Fredricks provided a Notice of Decision to parties of record, including NDDOT.

Mr. Wyum subsequently submitted NDDOT’s Request for Drainage on Highway Right of Way for the Board’s consideration regarding the project discharge into NDDOT’s right of way. NDDOT must obtain approvals from water resource districts prior to NDDOT approval of highway right of way improvements by private parties to comply with federal highway rules. With that in mind, NDDOT has requested that water resource districts “approve” their Request for Drainage on Highway Right of Way forms. 

Manager Dahl moved, and Manager Hartl seconded the motion, to approve the NDDOT Request for Drainage on Highway Right of Way submitted by Michael Wyum, and to authorize Secretary Edison to sign and submit the approved permit to NDDOT. Upon roll call vote, the motion carried unanimously. 

Application to Install a Subsurface Water Management System No. 2026-03 for Dan Bergemann in the West Half of Section 34 in Bale Township
 
The Board next reviewed Application to Install a Subsurface Water Management System No. 2026-03 filed June 12, 2026, by Dan Bergemann.  Under the Application, Mr. Bergemann seeks to install a 104-acre drain tile system in the West Half of Section 34 in Bale Township, Ransom County, North Dakota.  The project will include a single gravity outlet, located in the northeast corner of the Northwest Quarter of Section 34. The outlet will discharge into the south road ditch along 77th Street SE; the discharge will flow under 77th Street and into the Southeast Quarter of Section 27; the discharge will flow through a natural drain across a portion of the Southeast Quarter of Section 27 before flowing into Dead Colt Creek.
 
According to Ransom County tax parcel data, Ronald Bergemann owns the West Half of Section 34 in Bale Township, the property Mr. Bergemann intends to tile. With regard to notices to downstream landowners, as required under N.D. Cent. Code § 61‑32-03.1, Kerry Cooper and Hellen Mairs own the Southeast Quarter of Section 27 in Bale Township. Once the tile discharge flows into Dead Colt Creek, no further notices are required under Section 61‑32-03.1. 
 
Manager Dahl moved, and Manager Hartl seconded the motion, to approve Application to Install a Subsurface Water Management System No. 2026-03 filed June 12, 2026, for Dan Bergemann in the West Half of Section 34 in Bale Township, and to authorize the Secretary‑Treasurer to sign Subsurface Water Management Permit No. 2026-03, subject to the following conditions:
 
1. Permittee will re-establish any areas disturbed installing or maintaining Permittee’s tile system. 
2. Permittee will install and maintain erosion protection at any and all outlets into the Bale Township Board of Township Supervisors’ right of way. 
3. Permittee will remove silt or vegetation or repair erosion or scour damages directly caused by Permittee’s tile system, but only up to the point where the tile discharge flows into Dead Colt Creek, in accordance with N.D. Cent. Code § 61-32-03.1.
4. Permittee will not install Permittee’s tile system within 20 feet, on either side, of any rural water lines Southeast Water Users District has in the West Half of Section 34 in Bale Township under any blanket easements, or otherwise beyond the Water District’s existing easement(s).
5. Permittee will apply for an amendment to Subsurface Water Management Permit No. 2026-03 in advance of any proposed alterations to outlet locations, the addition of any outlets, or improvements or modifications to the tile system that could increase the capacity or drainage area of the tile system.
 
Upon roll call vote, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
With regard to condition #3, Permittee’s obligations to remove silt or vegetation or to repair erosion or scour damages will only arise upon submission of substantial evidence to the Board by downstream landowners or road authorities that Permittee’s tile system directly caused accumulation of silt or vegetation, erosion, or scouring, all in accordance with N.D. Cent. Code § 61-32-03.1.
 
Under Section 61-32-03.1, the Board cannot attach any additional conditions to Permittee’s permit.  However, for Permittee’s protection, and to ensure protection of Permittee’s tile system, the Board recommends that Permittee comply with the following:
 
1. The Board recommends that Permittee obtain written consent from the Bale Township Board of Township Supervisors to install any project components in the Township’s right of way or to discharge into the Township’s right of way.
 
2. The Board recommends that Permittee obtain all other necessary and requisite licenses, permits, registrations, and approvals from all applicable federal, state, county, and municipal governments, and any other applicable governmental entities.
 
The Board will provide copies of the Board’s Notice of Decision, downstream flow map, and Subsurface Water Management Permit No. 2026-03 to the Department of Water Resources, Kerry Cooper, Hellen Mairs, the Bale Township Board of Township Supervisors, and Southeast Water Users District.  Permittee’s detailed project design map is an exempt record, and the Board will not provide copies to any third parties.
Red River Joint Board again asked for our support to ask county for  1.5 – mils – Dave made a motion and Ron 2nd the Motion updon roll call vote the motion carried. Heather will send letter of support to commissioners
Budget for 2027 was reviewed. Dahl made a motion 2nd by Hartl to approve. Upon roll call vote motion carried
Next meeting date scheduled for July 19 at 10 a.m.

Dave made a motion 2nd by Ron to adjourn the meeting. Meeting adjourned at 12:26 p.m.
_______________________



________________________
Scott Olerud, Chairman                                               Heather Edison, Secretary
