RANSOM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Regular Meeting – May 19, 2026

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 AM by Chair Todd Anderson. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Members present: Greg Schwab, Kevin Bishop, and Todd Anderson. Absent: Sye Olson. Also, present Auditor Nicole Gentzkow, and Lynn Kaspari from the Ransom County Gazette via telephone. 

The agenda was reviewed. Bishop moved, seconded by Schwab to approve the agenda. All aye. Motion carried.

Kirsten Gilbert, Emergency Manager appeared before the board to have the Hazard Mitigation Plan agreement signed. The agreement states that the county will be responsible for 25%. Schwab moved, seconded by Bishop to approve the Hazard Mitigation plan with the county paying the 25% and have the chair sign. All aye. Motion carried. 

Minutes from the previous commission meeting on May 5, 2026 were reviewed. Bishop moved, seconded by Schwab to approve the minutes with corrections. All aye. Motion carried.

Road restrictions were discussed.

Commission Audit listing in the amount of $97,045.02 was reviewed. Bishop moved, seconded by Olerud to approve the bills in the amount of $97,045.02 with corrections. All aye. Motion carried.
	A W DIESEL SERVICE                      
	37.98

	CARDINAL HEALTH 110, INC.               
	240.70

	COMPUTER EXPRESS                        
	2,116.98

	COUNTIES PROVIDING TECHOLOGY            
	3,207.00

	DACOTAH PAPER COMPANY                   
	33.10

	ELECTIONS SYSTEMS & SOFTWARE            
	7,086.44

	ELECTRO WATCHMAN INC                    
	1,756.00

	GILBERT, KIRSTEN                        
	50.00

	GORDY'S GRILL & FILL                    
	171.77

	HAECHERL, TERESA                        
	81.00

	HEGLE, KELSEY                           
	95.72

	HIEGGELKE,JENNA                         
	273.55

	HOPKINS, ROBERTA PO BOX 950             
	108.75

	INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT.            
	2,385.30

	JOHN DEERE CREDIT                       
	5,625.00

	JONES, CHELSEY                          
	24.65

	KELLY, FALLON M.                        
	1,249.96

	KINNEBERG, MATT                         
	500.00

	KLJ ENGINEERING LLC                     
	630.35

	KOTACO                                  
	83.53

	LARSON, MEGHAN                          
	306.72

	LEXISNEXIS MATTHEW BENDER               
	339.36

	LIBERTY BUSINESS SYSTEMS, INC.          
	3,483.44

	LISBON POSTMASTER                       
	486.00

	MAIN STREET FARM AND HOME               
	13.18

	NAPA PARTS SUPPLY-LISBON                
	246.98

	OTIS ELEVATOR COMPANY                   
	175.00

	PLAINS GRAIN & AGRONOMY LLC             
	42.00

	PYE BARKER                              
	426.00

	RANSOM CO WATER RESOURCE DIST           
	30,000.00

	RANSOM COUNTY CLERK OF COURT            
	518.04

	RANSOM COUNTY FAIR ASSOCIATION          
	650.00

	RANSOM COUNTY GAZETTE                   
	1,510.17

	RANSOM COUNTY JUDGING TEAM              
	271.00

	RANSOM COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH             
	22,596.70

	RDO EQUIPMENT-FARGO                     
	611.80

	RECORD KEEPERS, LLC                     
	42.50

	RETRIEVER LLC                           
	143.00

	RICHLAND COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT       
	800.79

	RIVERSIDE BUILDING CENTER               
	90.76

	SARGENT COUNTY DISTRICT HEALTH UNIT     
	878.71

	STUTSMAN COUNTY CORRECTIONAL CENTER     
	3,000.00

	SWANSTON EQUIPMENT CORPORATION          
	2,728.43

	VESTIS                                  
	246.51

	WELTON, BRENNA                          
	222.75

	WELTON'S TIRE SERVICE                   
	1,278.00

	WEX HEALTH, INC.                        
	75.00

	WILTSE,CAYLA                            
	104.40

	
	

	Total
	97,045.02




Adam Schultz, Scott Smyth, and Andrew an intern for KLJ appeared before the board. Scott Smyth gave an update on the McRitchie Bridge letting the board know the deck should be poured in the next few days. Smyth also let the board know the planning and design team met with land owners near the Hock Bridge to make sure everyone would be happy with the new design. Olerud moved, seconded by Bishop to sign the Flexible Transportation Fund Program Agreement for Project #FXBA-0037 (052), PCN 25022 in Ransom County. All aye. Motion carried. The county will only be responsible for pre-engineering and design. The Hock Bridge, is a historic bridge so will have to go through the adoption process if someone would like to adopt it.  The Jackson Street bridge was discussed. Adam Schultz is still doing a little more research on the repairs needed. The highway department will work with the city crews to see if the project will need to be bid out. Schultz let the board know the land for the new shop has been agreed on, deeds are in the works. There is also an update quote for the architect for the new shop, the quote is $16,000 which is a lump sum for mechanical and electrical. The call for bids must be posted in the paper for three weeks, so bid opening will be July 7, 2026. Schultz let the board know the Ron Sveum had not mowed the Engelvale shop lawn in 2025 and the bill for Jackie Schwab was valid. The board requested dates and times for when Jackie Schwab mowed in 2025. Going forward someone from the Ransom County Highway Department will mow at the Engelvale shop. There was additional discussion from the previous meeting on Fenny Drive going into ADM from HWY 46. Kurt Muggli sent a segment request for 129,000lbs on Fenny Drive. If the county allows this it would apply to any farmer in the state of North Dakota. They are willing to purchase single haul permits on Load pass; Muggli will have about 40-50 loads per year. Every load will be permitted. Discussion was had. Scott Smyth let the board know the roads and bridges can handle the additional weight, however it will defiantly impact them and deteriorate the roads and bridges faster. Further discussion was had; the board would like to see the state take over Fenny Drive from HWY 46 if they want to allow over weight permits at that large amount. Discussion was also continued on the McLeod Road from the previous meeting. If the grease truck is overweight getting to the Silver Prairie, they are welcome to buy single use permits to make them legal. Schultz let the board know the McLeod Road could be changed to a max weight to allow normal farm trucks to be legal if the board wants. Discussion was had on the beat tailings spillage on the roadway. Fallon Kelly let the board know if the beet tailings are damaging the roads, the driver could be charged. If the beet tailings are only causing issues to vehicles, then the vehicle owner would have to file an insurance claim or go after the semi driver spilling beet tails.

Delinquent tax deeds were discussed. Bishop moved, seconded by Olerud that after an auditor’s deed takes a property due to delinquent taxes, the resident comes to pay up their taxes, a county deed will be made and recorded without the $20 recording fee just so the county can get the property back in the owner’s name and get it on the tax rolls. All Aye. Motion carried.

Susan Fromeke called and let Nicole Gentzkow and let her know the memorial funds for Patty Carlblom have all been spent. Froemke would like to see the county continue to plant flowers in the pots purchased for Carlblom. Fallon Kelly let the board know county funds cannot be used for charitable donations or contributions. 

Gentzkow presented a quote for a quote of $23,000 for a sprinkler system around the courthouse. This could be spent out of the Arpa funds; the county is not able to obligate any new funds so it would fall under security with the landscaping. Bishop moved, seconded by Olerud to approve the sprinkler system. All aye. Motion carried. Gentzkow let the board know Gilbert is still looking into a quote for a generator to run the courthouse building if an emergency ever happened.

Moratoriums were discussed. Barnes County recently pursued a moratorium to pause any future activity before any building permits are submitted for data centers. A moratorium is issued to give counties a reasonable amount of time to research and get data. Kelly let the board know LaMoure County is leaving zoning up to townships due to the policy they have. Fallon advised if the county would like to do this, they would need to hire a large municipal law firm to draw up ordinances for future use. The board does not know how Ransom County residence feel. Kelly cautioned against a one size fits all moratorium.  The board will add to the June 2, 2026 agenda and go from there.

Schultz called in on the phone and asked the board to approve the engineering quote if the lump sum of $16,000 covered the electrical and mechanical. Bishop moved, seconded by Schwab to approve the Origin quote for engineering up to $16,000. All aye. Motion carried.

Gentzkow asked the board to approve and sign the EAP through The Village for $2000. This has been a good program for the county and many employees have utilized it. Bishop moved, seconded by Schwab to approve the EAP with the Village for $2000. All aye. Motion carried.

With nothing further to come before the board Schwab moved to adjourn at 11:38am, seconded by Olerud. All aye. Meeting adjourned.



ATTEST:

________________________________                  _____________________________
Nicole Gentzkow						Todd Anderson, Chairman
Ransom County Auditor					Ransom County Commission

