RANSOM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Regular Meeting – Tuesday April 21, 2026

The meeting was called to order at 9:00am by Chair Todd Anderson. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Members present: Greg Schwab, Neil Olerud, Sye Olson, Kevin Bishop, and Todd Anderson. Also present: Auditor Nicole Gentzkow, and Lynn Kaspari from the Ransom County Gazette via phone. 
Agenda was reviewed. Delinquent houses, flag disposal box, land scaping, 5 county meeting, and public health were all items added to the agenda.  Olerud moved to approve the agenda with additions, seconded by Schwab. All aye. Motion carried.
Commission Audit Listing was reviewed. Leafy Spurge was discussed. The commission would like to see reimbursement request for Leafy Spurge submitted in a timelier manner. Olson moved, seconded by Bishop to approve the commission audit listing minus the Dead Colt voucher. All aye. Motion carried.
Kirsten Gilbert, Emergency Manager appeared before the board to discuss the multi hazard mitigation plan. Gilbert received three quotes for the multi hazard mitigation plan, one from KLJ, Nexus Planning and Consulting, and Paramount. Gilbert recommends the county go with Nexus Planning and Consulting for $29,000. Gilbert had received very positive feed back regarding Nexus Planning and Consulting, they work hard to ensure counties meet their in-kind match so they get the largest amount of state funding. Olerud moved, seconded by Bishop to approve Nexus Planning and Consulting for the updated Ransom County Multi Hazard Mitigation. All aye. Motion carried. Olson moved, seconded by Olerud to pay for the Multi Hazard Mitigation plan out of the general. All aye. Motion carried. Gilbert also let the board know she received an email for the Forrest Service asking to put a T1 line through StarLink low on a county tower or a roof mount. Gilbert let the board know the state is set to transition to Siren by Memorial Day. Gilbert doesn’t feel this should be a total county expense when fire, school, forest, ambulance, and hospital all use the tower. The county pays for all of the security, electric, and internet monthly. Gilbert spoke to other counties and city entities have put their paging system on water towers. Enderlin and Fort Ransom fire manage their own paging systems. Olson would like to see the county wash their hands of the building. Discussion was had. The topic will be revisited once siren is up and running. Anderson feels the county should still provide a service since the county receives $2.00 per line. The board advised Gilbert to let the forest service know they are welcome to add a T1 line through Starlink to the tower or a roof mount, but let them know at this time the county does not know the future of the 911 building.

States Attorney Fallon Kelly arrived.

10:00 AM BID OPENING (FUEL & GRAVEL)
Gravel bids were opened first. Bids were received from the following bidders. All bids met bid specs.
Bear Creek Gravel
Froemke excavating
Jody Hoenhause
Camas Sand and Gravel
Lesmeister Gravel
Enderson Construction Inc.
Olson moved, seconded by Schwab to accept all gravel bids. All aye. Motion carried.

Fuel Bids were opened. Bids were received from the following bidders. All bids met bid specs. 
Main Street Farm and Home/Gordy’s Grill and Fill
Kotaco
Agtegra
Bishop moved, seconded by Olson to accept all fuel bids with discount. All aye. Motion carried.

Brad Abel appeared before the board to discuss the house on Harris Street the county owns due to delinquent taxes. Abel would like to purchase the home at a lower amount than what is owing in specials and delinquent taxes. Fallon Kelly advised the board and Abel that if the county were to sell the property it would be done under the understanding buyer beware, the county has zero liability, it would be a quick claim deed, the buyer would need to get their own lawyer, and must own for twenty years to get a clear title or do a quiet title action. Kelly suggested approaching the city to see if they would purchase from the county, then after possessing the property for 90 days they could sell to Abel. Olson moved, seconded by Schwab to conditionally approve the county to sell the property on Harris Street to the city for $1.00 and remove all back taxes. All aye. Motion carried. Abel will discuss with the City of Lisbon. 

Bryar Penberthy appeared before the board to present a quote from Phil Homan for landscaping around the courthouse building. Olson moved, seconded by Bishop to approve the quote as presented and pay for out of ARPA. All aye. Motion carried.

