RANSOM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS	
Regular Meeting – March 3, 2026

The meeting was called to order at 9:00am by Chair Todd Anderson. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Members present: Greg Schwab, Neil Olerud, and Todd Anderson. Also, present Auditor Nicole Gentzkow, Jeff Sauers, Matt Hons, Jill McRitchie, and Lynn Kaspari from Ransom County Gazette joining via phone. Absent: Sye Olson and Kevin Bishop.

Agenda was reviewed. Schwab moved, seconded by Olerud to approve the agenda.

Matt Hons and Jeff Sauer appeared before the board to discuss the Ransom County Rural Ambulance board. Hons let the board know the mill money is distributed by the Ransom County Rural Ambulance board to ensure the money goes to EMS needs in the county. Hons discussed the funding issues for rural EMS. With the new legislative changes Ambulance districts will be required to have two ALS ambulances staffed within the next few years to continue to get the funding. Ransom County Rural Ambulance board has a formal contract with First Medic to ensure funds will be prioritized for community EMS needs. Josh with First Medic arrived to discuss any financial or operational needs. Schwab voiced his concern over the way the Ambulance election was held, election staffing concerns, the push to hurry and form a district, and low voter turnout. Jeff Sauers asked the board if they could put information on the Ransom County webpage, Sauers gave a mockup of how he would like to see the page on the website. Sauers also let the board know the Ransom County Ambulance would be willing to contribute some money for the website if it was possible for them to have info on the website. 

Anderson let the ambulance board know the county is working on getting the website compliant with ADA standards. Once we have a quote for the new ADA requirements and know how much time it will take to add a Ransom County Rural Ambulance page we will get back to Jeff Sauers with a quote.  

Dan Abul with Colonial Life appeared before the board to ask permission to quote dental insurance for the county. Dan currently represents 20+ counties in the state of North Dakota. The board made no decisions as they do not contribute any money towards the dental plans, this could be left up to employees.

Aidan McCarty with USDA forest service appeared before the board to let them know there was an error on the existing easement near the Hock Bridge. McCarty has an amended easement and an attached map. Fallon Kelly had zero objections to the amended easement and said this is a good thing for the county. Olerud moved, seconded by Schwab to approve amended easement and attached map to correct the original plate map that is incorrect near the Painter Bridge. All aye. Motin carried. McCarty also let the board know the fire service plans to prep 8000 acres for prescribed burn. Not all of the acres will get burned, most likely will only 3000 acres. Prescribed fires help reduce overgrown vegetation to help protect local communities, infrastructure and natural resources. The burning of discrete piles of vegetation across the Sheyenne Ranger District in portions of Richland and Ransom Counties. The North Country Trail will have some areas needing a prescribed burn. McCarty is working on signage to let people know what a prescribed burn is and the time periods when it may take place. Anderson let McCarty know the board appreciates the communication.

Jenna Hieggelke appeared before the board to request permission for Heather Bergemann to come back and help with the court date on March 18, 2026. Olerud moved, seconded by Schwab to approve Bergemann to come back and help out on March 18, 2026. All aye. Motion carried.

Kirsten Gilbert, Emergency manager appeared before the board asking to renew the Ever Bridge contract. There were 2 options for renewal a 1-year contract for $5828.11, or a 3-year contract for $17,5044.28. The three-year contract would lock the price in and be paid annually. Ever Bridge is the mass notification system required to get EMPG funds. Gilbert let the board know Ever Bridge is very user friendly compared to what the county used before. Schwab moved, seconded by Olerud to approve the 3-year renewal contract for Ever Bridge. All aye. Motion carried. 

Teresa Haecherl, tax director appeared before the board to let them know three townships and one city did not return the assessing contract. Per century code the county must appoint the tax director the assessor for the townships/cities if they do not have one of their own. Olerud moved, seconded by Schwab to appoint Teresa Haecherl, Tax Director the assessor for Aliceton, Hanson, and Sandoun Township, along with Elliott City. All aye. Motion carried. Haecherl let the board know Alleghany owes $1704 from past years and Hanson owes $5441. A motion was made at the township association meeting to collect the past due fund from Alleghany and Hanson what ever legal way was possible. Haecherl would like to see the money taken out of the monthly tax apportionment. Gentzkow and Erickson are opposed to doing it that way. Gentzkow is not sure on the process to do and feels small claims would be a much cleaner way. Fallon Kelly let the board know the law does not say how the county can collect the funds owed to them. Greg Schwab does not feel the tax office is charging per the century code rules which state you can only charge for “actual time and cost.” Shelly Schwab let the board know Alleghany Township did not sign the contract, and they did pay a portion of the bill. Alleghany did not pay the late fee or the $100 mileage fee. Shelly Schwab asked the board what the assessor’s job is if they aren’t out assessing townships. Fallon Kelly told the board they could waive the past due fees, or they could take means to collect it. Anderson is not sure what the legal way is to collect the past due amount. More research will be done. This discussion will be tabled until the next meeting, at which time the townships will be invited for discussion.

Thad Whitte arrived at 10:35 am

Jorge Gonzalez and Jeff Sauers arrived at 10:45 am

Ron Motl appeared before the board to discuss his tax payment. Motl had put his tax statement and payment in the mailbox on 2/17/2026, it was cashed on 2/24/26. Motl also mailed statements to Trail, Cass, and Sargent county that day. All counties gave Motl the discount except Ransom County. Motl would like to have the discount honored, as he had it in the mailbox and the post office did not post mark it. Discussion was had. Motl let the board know if they are not going to honor the discount he would like half his money back and he will pay the remaining amount in October. Fallon Kelly advised the board may want to follow the same precedents as they did a few months ago with Teals. Olerud moved to have Motl get a signed affidavit from the post office saying it was picked up from his mailbox on 2/17/26 and provide proof to the county by April 1, 2026. If Motl could provide the supporting document the county would honor the discount. Anderson called for a second to the motion three times, no second. Motion died due to lack of a second. Schwab asked why the county would have Ron go through all the hoops just to refund his money. No decision was made. Ron Motl will work with the post office and try to get supporting documents. 

Darren Benneweis, Ransom County Sheriff handed a letter to Chairman Todd Anderson from Mike Martin and a few Enderlin Residents. Benneweis read some documentation stating that law enforcement and fire fighters fall under a different federal law than blue collar workers and are required to get overtime. Benneweis stated overtime could be paid at straight time if over forty hours. Fallon Kelly reviewed Federal law 13(b)(20) fair labor standards act FLSA providing complete overtime exemption for public agencies employees engaged in fire protection and law enforcement activities stating that if agency employees less than five employees they may be exempt. Deputy Jorge Gonzalez also gave some opinions he had on the officers should be paid straight time for hours above 40 and premium pay if needed. Chair Anderson asked Sheriff Benneweis if he could schedule the department to NOT have any overtime. Benneweis stated yes, but it would be difficult. Fallon Kelly would like time to do a little more researching, but at the moment isn’t finding anything to support what Benneweis or Gonzales are stating regarding overtime. Schwab let Benneweis know that the safety glass would be installed in the sheriff’s office on 3/11/26. 
Adam Schultz appeared before the board to discuss the Engelvale shop price sheet. Riverside had provided a materials list which came to $104,000, not including the concrete. If KLJ needs to engineer it there would be an addition cost for engineer and electrical. The cost of the shop will be more than 250,000 which means it will need to be bid and engineered. Schultz is expecting the shop to cost 330,000 – 350,000 without engineering fees. Schwab let the board and Schultz know the JDA meeting will be at the Sheldon Shop on 4/15/2026 at 7pm.

Shelly Schwab, recorder let the board know she spoke to Mike Witt with AE2S and he is willing to put an icon on the website at no charge to help start getting the website a little more ADA friendly. Schwab is still waiting on a quote to see what it will cost to get the website at 100% ADA compliant. 

Kathie Erickson, treasurer appeared before the board to let them know Ron Motl had called and is unable to get a letter from the post office regarding his late tax payment. Olerud moved, seconded by Schwab to refund Ron Motl a portion of his taxes and he will pay the second half by the October due date. All aye. Motion carried. Erickson then asked the board how long she should be waiting for Teals to get her a corrected check. Teals had paid late and missed the discount date, the check was $590.10 short, Teals had asked Erickson to hold the check until a decision was made. Teals had come to the board asking for the discount. The board had told Teals they need a notarized affidavit stating the post office missed postmarking the envelope and it had been mailed on time. Fallon Kelly had stated it was not the county’s responsibility to keep reaching out, it was Teals burden to provide the info requested or pay the correct dollar amount. Schwab moved, seconded by Olerud to run the check and remove the additional penalty and interest. All aye. Motion carried. 

Minutes from the previous regular scheduled commission meeting on February 17, 2026 were reviewed. Olerud moved, seconded by Schwab to approve the minutes with corrections. All aye. Motion carried. 

Gentzkow asked the board to move money out of capital projects to road and bridge to cover the negative from purchasing the motor grader. No motion was made but the board gave the go ahead to move the money. 

Commission audit listing was reviewed. Schwab moved, seconded by Olerud to approve the commission audit listing and add 74.99 to the batch for Joe Reinke for reimbursement of Adobe. All aye. Motion carried. 
	A W DIESEL SERVICE                      
	573.59

	BISMARCK HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER    
	654.00

	BLEECKER, KASEY                         
	750.00

	BOBCAT OF GWINNER                       
	481.01

	BRISS,MICHAELA                          
	59.00

	BUELING, JARED                          
	750.00

	CODE 4 SERVICES,INC.                    
	518.08

	COMPUTER EXPRESS                        
	3,135.00

	CVEMS OF LAMOURE                        
	1,440.60

	DAHLSTROM FUNERAL HOME                  
	497.50

	DAKOTA BUSINESS SOLUTIONS               
	414.00

	DAKOTA COLOR                            
	6,265.00

	DAKOTA WATER SOLUTIONS                  
	72.00

	FAT MAN TRASH                           
	225.75

	GENTZKOW, NICOLE                        
	279.35

	GORDY'S GRILL & FILL                    
	1,567.94

	INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT.            
	258.30

	KIESLER POLICE SUPPLY                   
	4,727.20

	KRAZY KREFT                             
	251.00

	LISBON TRUE VALUE                       
	35.48

	MAIN STREET FARM AND HOME               
	1,432.27

	NAPA PARTS SUPPLY-LISBON                
	1,457.67

	NDACTVSO                                
	220.00

	NDIRF-HR COLLABORATIVE                  
	150.00

	RANSOM COUNTY FAIR ASSOCIATION          
	250.00

	RANSOM COUNTY GAZETTE                   
	236.60

	RANSOM COUNTY TREASURER'S OFFICE        
	721.26

	REINKE, JOSEPH                          
	74.99

	RIVERSIDE BUILDING CENTER               
	116.72

	SHELDON, CITY OF                        
	270.00

	STARION BOND SERVICES                   
	232,461.25

	STOCK GROWERS PUBLIC FINANCE,LLC        
	108,001.99

	TAYLOR PRINT IMPRESSIONS                
	8,840.00

	TITAN MACHINERY                         
	79.85

	TYLER TECHNOLOGIES INC.                 
	475.94

	VESTIS                                  
	248.87

	WELTON'S TIRE SERVICE                   
	15.00

	ZEP SALES AND SERVICE                   
	852.72

	
	

	Total
	378,859.93




Manual warrants were then reviewed. Olerud moved, seconded by Schwab to approve the manual warrants as presented. All aye. Motion carried.

	JPMORGAN CHASE BANK NA
	21,593.24

	BELL BANK-FINANCIAL SERVICES
	1,001.29

	MARCO
	150.65

	MARCO
	170.18

	MARCO
	5.00

	LIBERTY BUSINESS SYSTEMS, INC.
	291.85

	MARCO TECH- ST LOUIS
	732.38

	MARCO TECH- ST LOUIS
	10.00

	THE ONSHIP GROUP, INC
	200.00

	SOUTHEAST WATER USERS
	88.09

	MARCO
	134.73

	OTTER TAIL POWER CO
	107.54

	MARCO
	229.01

	MARCO
	10.00

	MARCO
	130.93

	MARCO
	6.87

	CASS COUNTY ELECTRIC COOP
	240.84

	CASS COUNTY ELECTRIC COOP
	71.55

	CASS COUNTY ELECTRIC COOP
	5.00

	CASS COUNTY ELECTRIC COOP
	50.84

	CASS COUNTY ELECTRIC COOP
	250.20

	CASS COUNTY ELECTRIC COOP
	1,924.26

	MARCO
	320.26

	MARCO
	10.00

	MARCO
	19.23

	OTTER TAIL POWER CO
	2,725.47

	OTTER TAIL POWER CO
	376.81

	OTTER TAIL POWER CO
	53.99

	LISBON, CITY OF
	39.50

	LISBON, CITY OF
	26.60

	LISBON, CITY OF
	211.78

	LISBON, CITY OF
	85.33

	LISBON, CITY OF
	72.50

	OTTER TAIL POWER CO
	129.96



Gentzkow presented a quote from Dakota Color for paint in the Auditors office and sheriff’s office. The quote was for $3855.00 Olerud moved, seconded by Schwab to approve the quote for the auditor’s and sheriff’s office and pay for it out of renovations. All aye. Motion carried. Schwab then made a motion to get a quote for all offices who wanted paint. Offices will only have the option of two colors so the paint colors are unison through the whole building. All aye. Motion carried. 

Enderlin Golf Course submitted a beer and liquor license along with the appropriate fee for 2026. Olerud moved, seconded by Schwab to approve the beer and liquor licenses for The Enderlin Golf Course pending the taxes have been paid. All aye. Motion carried.

Anslem WELCA submitted a local gaming permit along with the appropriate fee for a local raffle. Olerud moved, seconded by Schwab to approve the permit. All aye. Motion carried.

Riding for Dreams submitted a local gaming permit along with the appropriate fee for a local raffle. Schwab moved, seconded by Olerud to approve the permit. All aye. Motion carried.

Gentzkow let the board know they received the application for Court Facility grant, due by the end of March.

Schwab moved, seconded by Olerud to adjourn the meeting at 1:15pm. All aye. Meeting adjourned.


ATTEST:

________________________________           ________________________________   
Nicole Gentzkow					Todd Anderson, Chairman
Ransom County Auditor				Ransom County Commission

