RANSOM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS	
Regular Meeting – March 17, 2026

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Chair Todd Anderson. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Members present: Greg Schwab, Neil Olerud, Sye Olson, Kevin Bishop, Todd Anderson, and Lynn Kaspari from the Ransom County Gazette. 
Agenda was reviewed. Olson moved to approve with additions. Bishop seconded. All aye. Motion carried.
Minutes – from the previous regular scheduled meeting on March 3,2026 were reviewed. Olerud moved to approve with corrections. Seconded by Bishop. Discussion was had. All aye. Motion carried.
Bills – in the amount of $46,468.89 were reviewed. Olson moved to approve the bills in the amount of $46,468.89 with corrections. Olerud seconded. Discussion was had. All aye. Motion carried.
	A W DIESEL SERVICE                      
	1,314.74

	B & L PLUMBING & EXCAVATING             
	1,148.00

	BARNES COUNTY CORRECTIONAL CENTER       
	4,200.00

	CARRINGTON FFA                          
	100.00

	CASS COUNTY GOVERNMENT                  
	3,045.42

	COMPUTER EXPRESS                        
	1,571.80

	COUNTIES PROVIDING TECHOLOGY            
	3,207.00

	CRIMMINS,SARAH                          
	100.00

	CROSSROADS ELECTRIC, INC                
	95.00

	DICKEY RURAL NETWORK INC.               
	1,195.00

	FOSTER COUNTY HIPPOLOGY                 
	50.00

	FOSTER COUNTY 4-H COUNCIL               
	100.00

	FRONTIER PRECISION, INC                 
	266.00

	GENTZKOW, NICOLE                        
	355.35

	GORDY'S GRILL & FILL                    
	203.63

	HEALTHCARE ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES, INC. 
	193.73

	HEGLE, KELSEY                           
	123.98

	HESSLER, RAYMOND                        
	150.00

	INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT.            
	2,369.30

	JONES, CHELSEY                          
	33.35

	KIESLER POLICE SUPPLY                   
	2,371.18

	KINDRED FFA                             
	100.00

	LAMOURE PRINTING COMPANY                
	715.00

	LANGLAND,MARIA                          
	120.00

	LARSON, MEGHAN                          
	253.78

	LEXISNEXIS MATTHEW BENDER               
	115.63

	LISBON TRUE VALUE                       
	1,155.48

	NAPA PARTS SUPPLY-LISBON                
	1,796.58

	ND ASSOCIATION OF CO ENGINEERS          
	175.00

	ND CLERKS ASSOCIATION                   
	100.00

	ND DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION               
	644.56

	ND SACCHO                               
	1,000.00

	PIERCE COUNTY HIPPOLOGY                 
	100.00

	QUAL, ANGELA                            
	500.00

	RANSOM COUNTY GAZETTE                   
	343.80

	RDO EQUIPMENT-FARGO                     
	4,119.24

	RECORD KEEPERS, LLC
	55.00

	RICHLAND COUNTY CORRECTIONS
	6,969.74

	RIVERSIDE BUILDING CENTER
	3.96

	RUNCK, NICKELA                          
	120.00

	SARGENT COUNTY DISTRICT HEALTH UNIT
	656.95

	SIDWELL COMPANY
	1,110.00

	STUTSMAN COUNTY CORRECTIONAL CENTER
	2,800.00

	TRIZETTO PROVIDER SOLUTIONS
	90.00

	VESTIS
	201.18

	WALK-N-ROLL
	534.24

	WELTON, BRENNA                          
	222.75

	WEX HEALTH, INC.
	75.00

	WILTSE,CAYLA                            
	50.03

	ZIMPRICH, BRIAN                         
	147.49

	
	

	Total
	46,468.89



Jenna Hieggelke – let the board know that she hired Alisha Oeder for the Deputy Clerk of Court position. Oeder will start in the Clerk of Courts office April 1. Hieggelke, Anderson, and Chris Iverson interviewed five applicants. Hieggelke asked the board if Clerk of Courts office can be closed March 28, she will have another county answer her phones for when she is gone. Olson moved to approve to allow Hieggelke to be off on March 28, 2026. Olerud seconded. All aye. Motion carried. 
Opioid Litigation Settlement – Bishop moved, seconded by Olson to approve the opioid litigation settlement. All aye. Motion carried.
Greg Schwab – received a phone call regarding the courthouse parking. There is not a lot of space in the parking lot for bigger vehicles, and it is hard to see the lines. Schwab gave an update on the glass for the rest of the offices; it was shipped to the wrong state.
Adam Schultz and Fallon Kelly arrived at 9:45
Letter from Fort Ransom Resident – Mary Roman submitted a letter to the board regarding the Walt Hjelle Highway Road signs. The signs are faded and unreadable. Schultz stated it has been a tough year for putting out signs, but will make some phone calls and look into this. 
Adam Schultz – Schultz gave an estimate to build the new Fort Ransom/Englevale shop around $375,000-385,000. The land owner is willing to sell some acres for this new shop. Concrete would cost around $38,500. Building materials would be around $143,406. Everything will be put out on bids. The City of Lisbon contacted Schultz about doing a mill and overlay on Jackson bridge. Schultz feels the county can take the old asphalt off the bridge. The county is responsible for the cost of redoing the bridge. Schultz will look into a paving company on how much it would cost.
Scott Smyth – gave an update for McRitchie bridge. He is hoping work will resume the beginning of April. Smyth spoke to the CORE regarding the Sheldon bridge; costs have doubled in the last 3 years. Smyth will have a conversation with the CORE and Fallon Kelly.
ND DOT – Would like to raise the weight limit to 129,000 pounds on the Sheldon/ADM road. ND DOT will look into this road and the bridge on that road for weight limits. All county roads can hold up to 155,000 pounds. Schultz will do some research and bring this up another time. 
Capital Projects & Flex Funds Agreement – Bishop moved to approve to have Anderson sign the agreement. Olson seconded. All aye. Motion carried. 
Fallon Kelly – provided the second reading for the floodplain ordinance. Olson moved to approve the second reading. Bishop seconded. All aye. Motion carried. This affects the county in the flood zone, and townships that are in the zone will need to apply for building permits. Kirsten Gilbert would like to see the townships take it back. 
Greg Schwab – Hanson and Alleghany township board members came to the board regarding assessor fees. Currently Tax Director Teresa Haecherl is the assessor for these townships. The county charges $8 dollars a parcel which was changed back in 2019 from $4 dollars a parcel. Hason township refuses to pay $8 dollars a parcel, as it costs a lot of money, and the parcels in Hanson township haven’t changed in years. Hanson and Alleghany have balances owed for having parcels assessed. Alleghany did not sign the contract, nor did Hanson until it was changed to percentage of valuation. Schwab moved to have Hansen township pay year 2022 and 2023, and Alleghany year 2022 assessing fees based off the formula that was set in 2024. Bishop seconded. Discussion was had. Roll call: Schwab – yes, Olerud – no, Olson – no, Bishop – no, and Anderson – no. Motion failed. The board would like this further looked into and this will be added on the April 7 agenda.
Sheriff Department – Fallon Kelly looked into overtime pay for the sheriff’s office. This will be added onto the next agenda April 7 when Sheriff Darren Benneweis is able to attend.
Fallon Kelly will look into zoning ordinances. 
Dakota Color Paint Quote – a new quote for the treasurer’s office, part of the sheriff’s office, recorder’s office, and Clerk of courts office was provided. Schwab moved to approve the quote that was for $4,477.00. Olson seconded. All aye. Motion carried.
Permit - Bethany Lutheran Sunday School provided a gaming permit for bingo on April 17. Olerud moved, seconded by Bishop. All aye. Motion carried. 
Polling Hours – Bishop moved to approve the polling hour times to 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. June 6 for election day. Olerud seconded. All aye. Motion carried.
Next Era Energy – Anderson will look into this more.
Schwab moved to approve the adjourn the meeting at 12:43 p.m. Bishop seconded. All aye. Motion carried.


ATTEST:


__________________________				__________________________
Maria Langland						Todd Anderson, Chairman
Ransom County Deputy Auditor				Ransom County Commission


