RANSOM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Regular Meeting – April 7, 2026

The meeting was called to order at 9:00am by Chair Todd Anderson. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Members present: Greg Schwab, Neil Olerud, Sye Olson, Kevin Bishop, and Todd Anderson. Also, present auditor Nicole Gentzkow, and Lynn Kaspari on the phone from the Ransom County Gazette.

The agenda was reviewed. Bishop moved, seconded by Schwab to approve the agenda. 

Brian Zimprich appeared before the board to request to keep Jayla Sherman on until the end of August to help with large events and the fair. Currently Jayla has been working off and on since the beginning January for the co-op hours as non-pay. Sherman has worked a few other large events that have been vouchered out of extension clerk hire account. Zimprich let the board know it would be Bonita Roswick’s first year assisting with organizing the Ransom County fair. The 4H program is up thirty-five-forty kids this year, which is an amazing growth. Olson moved, seconded by Olerud to approve Jayla through the end of summer to work up to thirty hours per week and to take the $8000 from county general interest. All aye. Motion carried.

Jay Anderson, Chair of Garrison Diversion appeared before the board to discuss the benefits the county receives through the mill money given to Garrison Diversion.  Jay Anderosn let the board know over the years 27.98 million has come back to Ransom County, and $32,197 since just 2021 in nine just nine projects. Red River Water Supply Project was discussed. Jay Anderson let the board know Garrison Diversion did not put any money into the Red River Diversion project. 

Tawnya Taylor with Ransom County Housing Authority appeared before the board and presented minutes from the previous housing authority meeting on January 6, 2026. Bishop moved, seconded by Olson to approve the housing authority minutes as presented. All aye. Motion carried. Then Taylor presented financials from January, February, and March were presented. Schwab moved, seconded by Olerud to approve the financials as presented. 

Teresa Haecherl – tax director appeared before the board to give a quarterly update on her office and staff. Haecherl would like to continue having Kristie Reinke work up to six to eight hours a week in her office to assist with the moving from ArcView to ArcPro. Olson moved, seconded by Olerud to allow Reinke to stay in the tax office and revisit again next quarter. Olson, Schwab, and Anderson were opposed as they would like to discuss with Adam Schultz first before making a decision. Bishop and Olerud were in favor. Motion failed. 

10:00 AM Fuel Bids
Two fuel bids were received.

10:15 AM Gravel Bids
Five gravel bids were received. 

Fuel and Gravel bids were not marked per bid specs. Discussion was had. Olson moved, seconded by Olerud to reject all bids due to the discrepancies in the paper and the bid packets. Schwab – opposed, Olson, Olerud, Bishop, and Anderson in favor. Motion carried. Fallon Kelly recommends still doing a call for bids but simplifying the process. 

Todd Anderson let the board know he got a call from Shelly Schawb concerned about a letter she had received from Jarry Rammerman offering his services to the township. Anderson feels that employees can do what they wish on their own time, and Shelly Schwab should not be concerned about what the highway department employees are doing. Anderson stated department heads need to stay in their own lanes within their own department.

Jamie Iverson, Jorge Gonzalez, and Darren Benneweis arrived at 10:35am.

Township assessing – Gaylen Dick, Butch Schwab, Scott McDaniels, Larry Bekkerus, and Shelly Schwab appeared to discuss township assessing. Teresa Haecherl let the board know Alleghany and Hanson Townships have past due assessing bills. Gaylen Dick said Hanson Township did not pay past years due to the gross overcharge, they simply couldn’t afford it. Alleghany had not signed the contract for the year they have not paid, Hanson had. Hanson and Alleghany are both willing to pay the 2022 & 2023 assessing charges at the current 2024 & 2025 fee. Gaylen Dick let the board know the supervisors in Hanson do a lot of work for the township at no charge due to lack of funds. Anderson let the board know a signed contract makes the Hanson Township responsible for the assessing fees. Anderson feels the board should only be making a decision on the township who did not sign the assessing fee. Schwab moved, seconded by Olson if the contract was not signed it would revert to the .0005 multiplied by the valuation. Roll call vote was taken – Schwab – yes, Olerud – no, Olson – no, Bishop – no, Anderson – yes. Motion failed. Discussion was had. Olson moved to reconsider the vote and add the exact total of Alleghany would owe, seconded by Schwab. Roll call vote – Schwab – no, Olerud – yes, Olson – no, Bishop – no, Anderson – no. Motion failed. Schwab moved, seconded by Olson that in 2022 Alleghany’s valuation was 1,224,031 multiplied by .0005 would be 612.02. Hanson’s 2022 fee would remain 3192 due to signing the contract for assessing with the $45 late fee, and the $100 milage fee removed. Hanson’s 2023 assessing would be 553.71 based off the current rate. Hanson’s grand total would be $2745.71 to clear up past due assessing fees for year 2022 & 2023.  Roll call vote was taken – Schwab – yes, Olerud – yes, Olson – yes, Bishop – yes, Anderson – yes. Motion carried. Schwab moved, seconded by Olson that Alleghany’s new total for 2022 past due assessment is 612.02. Roll call vote – Schwab – yes, Olerud – yes, Olson – yes, Bishop – no, Anderson – yes. Motion carried. Gentzkow will email minutes to Gaylen Dick once approved so he can get Hanson’s bill paid.

Jamie Iverson, Thad Whitte, Jeff Saurers, Tyler Keller all from Ransom County and Warren Sunquist of Sargent County along Wyatt Ferno of Cass County appeared in support of Jorge Gonzalez.
Sheirff’s department salary was discussed. State’s Attorney Fallon Kelly spoke to Megan with US Department of Labor on March 4, 2026 about the whether 7K applies to law enforcement agencies with less than five officers. Kelly was told that the dollar amount in the pay period must be at least $7.25for all hours worked. As long as the hourly wage is $7.25 or higher the county does not have to pay anything above and beyond the salary. Gonzalez argued he did not agree with Fallon’s findings. Fallon Kelly called Megan and she joined the meeting via phone. Megan stated there is no requirement for overtime as long as they make $7.25 per hour which is federal legal wage it is legal. 541 exemptions only apply to white collar, 13B-20 is specific to EMS with 5 or less. The county is not in violation with paying the law enforcement officers salary, although they may not like it. 

VSO office was discussed. Joey Reinke will be away from the office for a while. Reinke has his auto message and voicemail set up to direct veterans in need. The county will try to get a temporary fill in VSO one day per week while Reinke is away.

Sye Olson had to leave at 1p.m.

Scott Smyth joined the meeting to discuss the let the board know he had reached out to the Corps and the county is off the hook for the slope repair project for Anslem. The county should be getting a refund around $140,000. Smyth presented a letter from the county to the Corps to cancel the project. Bishop moved to approve, seconded by Olerud. All aye. Motion carried.

Smyth then gave an update to the board on the McRitchie and Hock bridge.

Gentzkow let the board know the 5-county meeting will be in Richland County on April 16 at 2p.m.

Ag Commissioner Doug Goehring sent a letter to the county regarding zoning and permitting processes. Fallon Kelly reviewed and let the board know it is just an FYI, nothing needs to be done. 

Neil Olerud was appointed to the jail committee.

Commission audit listing was reviewed in the amount of $296,186.81. Bishop moved, seconded by Olerud to approve the commission audit listing in the amount of $296,186.81. All aye. Motion carried. 

	BARNES COUNTY CORRECTIONAL CENTER       
	1,200.00

	BOBCAT OF GWINNER                       
	57.73

	BRI-TON                                 
	68.40

	CITY OF GRAND FORKS                     
	230.00

	DACOTAH PAPER COMPANY                   
	166.47

	DAKOTA WATER SOLUTIONS                  
	136.00

	ESRI INC.                               
	1,650.00

	EVERBRIDGE INC.                         
	5,663.17

	FAT MAN TRASH                           
	225.75

	GENTZKOW, NICOLE                        
	310.35

	GILBERT, KIRSTEN                        
	100.00

	GORDY'S GRILL & FILL                    
	130.00

	IDEMIA IDENTITY & SECURITY USA LLC      
	212.00

	KELLY, FALLON M.                        
	958.55

	KIESLER POLICE SUPPLY                   
	393.56

	KOTACO                                  
	284.05

	LAKE AGASSIZ REGIONAL DEV. CORP.        
	4,200.00

	LANGLAND,MARIA                          
	45.00

	LEXISNEXIS MATTHEW BENDER               
	307.61

	LISBON BODY SHOP                        
	780.15

	LISBON TRUE VALUE                       
	706.71

	MAIN STREET FARM AND HOME               
	1,174.39

	NAPA PARTS SUPPLY-LISBON                
	99.99

	NDIRF-HR COLLABORATIVE                  
	300.00

	NDSU EXTENSION PESTICIDE PROGRAM        
	2,150.00

	OLERUD, NEIL                            
	218.95

	PELLA                                   
	275.00

	QUADIENT FINANCE USA INC.               
	2,094.23

	QUADIENT LEASING USA, INC               
	728.19

	QUILL CORPORATION                       
	69.99

	RANSOM CO HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT            
	260,069.57

	RANSOM COUNTY FAIR ASSOCIATION          
	650.00

	RDO EQUIPMENT-LISBON                    
	244.66

	RICHLAND COUNTY CORRECTIONS             
	85.00

	SCH WELD DBA SUBWAY                     
	2,064.08

	SCHWAB, SHELLY                          
	117.45

	SHELDON, CITY OF                        
	70.00

	SIDWELL COMPANY                         
	4,995.00

	TANYA WIELER                            
	1,500.00

	THE HOME SHOP                           
	1,050.00

	ZIMPRICH, BRIAN                         
	404.81

	
	

	Total
	296,186.81




Manual warrants in the amount of $25,631.84 were reviewed. Bishop moved, seconded by Schwab to approve the manual warrants in the amount of $25,631.84. All aye. Motion carried. 

	JPMORGAN CHASE BANK NA
	17,126.73

	OTTER TAIL POWER CO
	2,895.90

	OTTER TAIL POWER CO
	419.29

	LISBON, CITY OF
	39.50

	LISBON, CITY OF
	26.60

	LISBON, CITY OF
	193.51

	LISBON, CITY OF
	112.68

	MARCO
	320.26

	MARCO
	10.00

	LIBERTY BUSINESS SYSTEMS, INC.
	291.85

	LIBERTY BUSINESS SYSTEMS, INC.
	123.60

	MARCO
	146.15

	MARCO TECH- ST LOUIS
	732.38

	MARCO TECH- ST LOUIS
	10.00

	OTTER TAIL POWER CO
	68.94

	CASS COUNTY ELECTRIC COOP
	56.53

	CASS COUNTY ELECTRIC COOP
	42.06

	CASS COUNTY ELECTRIC COOP
	46.45

	CASS COUNTY ELECTRIC COOP
	232.91

	CASS COUNTY ELECTRIC COOP
	1,546.66

	CASS COUNTY ELECTRIC COOP
	-74.47

	SOUTHEAST WATER USERS
	88.98

	CASS COUNTY ELECTRIC COOP
	159.06

	OTTER TAIL POWER CO
	47.05

	MARCO
	170.18

	MARCO
	5.00

	THE ONSHIP GROUP, INC
	200.00

	MARCO
	134.73

	MARCO
	229.01

	MARCO
	10.00

	LISBON, CITY OF
	72.50

	OTTER TAIL POWER CO
	149.82

	MARCO
	-2.02

	
	

	
	25,631.84




Gentzkow asked the board to sign the newest opioid litigation DocuSign. Bishop moved, seconded by Schwab to join the newest opioid litigation settlement. All aye. Motion carried.

Men’s Health Month proclamation was reviewed.

Clerk of Court funding agreement was received. Schwab moved, seconded by Olerud to have the chair sign the clerk of court funding agreement. All aye. Motion carried.

Pancake feed will be on Friday April 17, 2026 from 7am -11am. 

Liq’R’ Pigs turned in a local permit along with the appropriate fee. Olerud moved, seconded by Schwab to approve the Liq’R’ Pigs permit. All aye. Motion carried.

Riding for Dreams submitted a local permit along with the appropriate fee. Olerud moved, seconded by Bishop to approve the permit. All aye. Motion carried.

Barnes County Utility turned in a permit for boring, along with the fee. Olerud moved, seconded by Schwab. Bishop abstained as it was for his person residence. All aye. Motion carried. 

Cass County Electric also turned in a utility permit with the fee. Olerud moved, seconded by Schwab to approve the utility permit. All aye. Motion carried. 

Hattie and Jarry Rammerman had emailed the Auditor’s office asking to get a link to the commission meeting. Gentzkow let them know at this time meetings are not on zoom, they are more than welcome to attend in person. Gentzkow sent the agenda over, and the minutes they requested from March. Discussion was had. At this time the board still is not going to do zoom, not all voices are picked up well during the meeting so the public only gets part of the conversations. Anderson stated the county did not do zoom for 100 years and there was no issue, why is it needed now. The door is always open and minutes are public. 
Todd Anderson and Greg Schwab met with Next Era Energy Resources regarding wind power and potential opportunities in Ransom County. 

Minutes from the previous scheduled commission meeting on March 17, 2026 were reviewed. Olerud moved, seconded by Bishop to approve the minutes with corrections. All aye. Motion carried.

Schwab let the board know he feels it is to early for the road crew to be working four ten-hour days. Look in the minutes regarding previous discussions on when the four-day week ten-hour days are to start.

With nothing further to come before the board, Schwab moved, seconded by Bishop to adjourn the meeting at 2:16p.m. All aye. Motin carried.
