RANSOM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Regular Meeting – January 6, 2026

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Greg Schwab at 9:00 a.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Members present: Todd Anderson, Neil Olerud, Sye Olson, Kevin Bishop, and Greg Schwab. Also present via teams: Maria Langland, Jenna Olerud, Kirsten Gilbert, Heidi Engquist, Heather Bergemann, Jenna Hieggelke, Nickela Runck, Kathie Erickson, Micheala Briss, Teresa Haecherl, Darla Roers, and Lynn Kaspari from the Ransom County Gazette.

Schwab handed the meeting over to the Auditor. Auditor Gentzkow called for nominations for chairman. Bishop nominated Anderson. Schwab nominated Olson. With no further nominations, nominations closed. Bishop moved that nominations cease and cast a unanimous ballot for Anderson, seconded by Olson Anderson, Olerud, Olson, and Bishop were in favor. Schwab opposed. Motion carried. Gentzkow handed the meeting back over to Chairman Anderson. Anderson called for nominations for vice chair. Bishop nominated Olson. Anderson called for nominations another two times. No further nominations came for vice chair. Olerud moved that nominations cease and cast a unanimous ballot for Olson as Vice Chair. Bishop seconded the motion. All aye. Motion carried.

Agenda – Anderson added ambulance and oaths. Schwab added shelter agreement. Olerud added himself. Olerud moved to approve the agenda with additions. Olson seconded. All aye. Motion carried.

Lance Gulleson – Thanked the county for continuing a relationship with Farmers Union. Gulleson answered any questions the board had regarding the current insurance policy’s the county has. Gulleson stated the county is sitting good with the current policies and at this time doesn’t recommend changing anything. The cost for auto business is $24,249 per year with a $5,000 dollar liability. The county may want to consider to change from 2 to 3 million which is only 500 dollars more per year for that premium option. Bishop moved to approve the insurance coverage as presented for 2026. Schwab seconded. All aye. Motion carried.

Tawyna Taylor – provided minutes from the meeting that was in July 2025. Bishop moved to approve the minutes. Olerud seconded. All aye. Motion carried. Financials were provided, there are 31 vouchers in Ransom County and the average cost is $405. Admin fees are expected to decrease 27% which will hurt the county. Olson moved to approve the voucher. Schwab seconded. All aye. Motion carried.

Ambulance district was discussed. Not all tax statements have an ambulance district tax, as not all parcels fall within an ambulance district. There are only two districts that levied tax in Ransom County. The Kindred Ambulance district levied 9 mills and the Ransom County Rural Ambulance levied 12 mills.

Betsy Greenley – Shawn Steward with Revize presented some options and costs to update the county website. Betsy Greenley is the one that updates the county website. In April 2027 all websites will need to be ADA. Revize offers different contracts which is debatable. Greenley would like to change and feels option two that was provided would work best. The board will review the information at a later date.

Andi Sarbaum arrived at 9:45 a.m.

Duffy Hansen and Ryan Lyons arrive at 10:10 a.m.

Kirsten Gilbert – came to the board regarding NFIP senate bill 2027. This bill requires communities to do a new flood ordinance. Gilbert suggested that the county should be apart of this.  Ransom County has had the same ordinance since 2010 and this bill requires a full update. The County has a 2.2 million dollar in value which would affect nine policies within the county. If we do not participate in NFIP there is no guarantee residents can get flood insurance. Mitigation grants are only available for counties participating with NFIP. Public Assistance is at risk, as is individual assistance could be lost. Most counties in North Dakota have done a full ordinance update. Townships are not required to take over township flood zoning. There is a process to updating a new ordinance, which F.K. will need to do a new ordinance, have readings, and then sign a certification. This will affect Island Park, Fort Ransom, Sandoun, Owego, Shenford, and Tuller. The county has been with the NFIP since 1978. It will be up to the townships to do their own building permits. Olson made a motion for Fallon Kelly to look into the ordinance process. Schwab seconded. Gilbert will send a letter to all of the townships encouraging them to join the NFIP individually. All aye. Motion carried. 

Chelsey Jones joined at 10:10 a.m.

Adam Schultz – the county has always plowed the residence driveway north of Titan. Schultz expressed that he is nervous about hitting something that is in the way in that development. Island Park has only bladed one time this year and Schutlz has graded between six and seven times this year. Schultz does not want to be the primary township blade, and would like private sectors to blade, if possible, for townships, and use the county as a backup. Shultz gave an update on the Sheldon shop, it is done. Southbow would like their bond released, but Schultz can only find the copy of the bond. 

December 16 regular meeting minutes were reviewed. Olson moved to approve with corrections. Olerud seconded. All aye. Motion carried.

December 16 special meeting minutes were reviewed. Olson moved to approve the December 16 Special Meeting minutes. Schwab seconded. All aye. Motion carried. 

December 30 special meeting minutes were reviewed. Olson moved to approve December 30 Special Meeting minutes. 

Manual Warrants – in the amount of $15,874.82 were reviewed. Bishop moved, seconded by Olson to approve the manual warrants of $15,874.82 with corrections. All aye. Motion carried.

	JPMORGAN CHASE BANK NA
	8,500.61

	CASS COUNTY ELECTRIC COOP
	49.86

	CASS COUNTY ELECTRIC COOP
	5.00

	CASS COUNTY ELECTRIC COOP
	46.45

	CASS COUNTY ELECTRIC COOP
	231.92

	CASS COUNTY ELECTRIC COOP
	1,348.61

	SOUTHEAST WATER USERS
	70.32

	MARCO
	229.01

	MARCO
	10.00

	MARCO
	136.71

	OTTER TAIL POWER CO
	38.41

	THE ONSHIP GROUP, INC
	400.00

	LISBON, CITY OF
	39.50

	LISBON, CITY OF
	26.60

	LISBON, CITY OF
	199.31

	LISBON, CITY OF
	80.86

	OTTER TAIL POWER CO
	145.29

	LISBON, CITY OF
	72.50

	LIBERTY BUSINESS SYSTEMS, INC.
	291.84

	LIBERTY BUSINESS SYSTEMS, INC.
	86.87

	LIBERTY BUSINESS SYSTEMS, INC.
	7.25

	CASS COUNTY ELECTRIC COOP
	177.44

	OTTER TAIL POWER CO
	191.44

	OTTER TAIL POWER CO
	1,287.67

	MARCO
	320.26

	MARCO
	10.00

	MARCO
	163.25

	MARCO
	5.00

	MARCO
	129.47

	OTTER TAIL POWER CO
	47.08

	MARCO TECH- ST LOUIS
	732.38

	MARCO TECH- ST LOUIS
	10.00

	BELL BANK-FINANCIAL SERVICES
	43.38

	BELL BANK-FINANCIAL SERVICES
	99.00

	BELL BANK-FINANCIAL SERVICES
	45.43

	BELL BANK-FINANCIAL SERVICES
	43.24

	BELL BANK-FINANCIAL SERVICES
	49.28

	BELL BANK-FINANCIAL SERVICES
	38.98

	BELL BANK-FINANCIAL SERVICES
	54.01

	BELL BANK-FINANCIAL SERVICES
	35.92

	BELL BANK-FINANCIAL SERVICES
	12.00

	BELL BANK-FINANCIAL SERVICES
	37.25

	BELL BANK-FINANCIAL SERVICES
	41.27

	BELL BANK-FINANCIAL SERVICES
	57.17

	BELL BANK-FINANCIAL SERVICES
	52.08

	BELL BANK-FINANCIAL SERVICES
	37.94

	BELL BANK-FINANCIAL SERVICES
	44.02

	BELL BANK-FINANCIAL SERVICES
	35.93

	OTTER TAIL POWER CO
	57.01

	Total
	15,874.82




Sheriff Darren Benneweis was questioned on his bill to St. Francis hospital. Benneweis feels Sargent County should be responsible for half of the bill. 

Heather Bergemann came to the board for approval of the Clerk of Courts door handle. Schwab moved to approve the extra $48 dollars for clerk of courts door handle. Bishop seconded. All aye. Motion carried.

Commissioner Audit Listing – in the amount of $42,965.12 were reviewed. Olson moved, seconded by Bishop to approve the Commissioner Audit Listing in the amount of $42,965.12. All aye. Motion carried.

	COMPUTER EXPRESS                        
	2,307.97

	DAKOTA WATER SOLUTIONS                  
	136.00

	DICKEY RURAL NETWORK INC.               
	1,161.92

	ENDERLIN INDEPENDENT                    
	35.00

	HOPKINS, ROBERTA PO BOX 950             
	290.00

	QUADIENT LEASING USA, INC               
	728.19

	RANSOM COUNTY GAZETTE                   
	551.70

	RIVERSIDE BUILDING CENTER               
	36,799.34

	SIDWELL COMPANY                         
	555.00

	SOUTHEAST CO. COMM. ASSOC.              
	400.00

	Total
	42,965.12



5 county meeting – the next scheduled meeting is January 29, 2026 at the Ski Hill or Dry Hallow in Fort Ransom. A tour will be held at Jungles facility. Ransom county will hand the meeting over to Richland County.

Foreclosure on cities - Lisbon City’s finance committee would like the taxes forgiven on a delinquent tax property and to possibly purchase the property for $1.00. Gentzkow will look into this. 

Youth Shelter – is a placement for minors in Fargo. It costs $1500 dollars for smaller counties to be able to use the facility. It is an additional $546 dollars per day, when a minor is incarcerated.

Bishop moved to approve to sign and pay Youth Works. Olerud seconded. All aye. Motion carried.

Olson made a motion to have Schwab sign the Youth works due to being sent before reorganization of the board. Olerud seconded. All aye. Motion carried.


Neil Olerud – requested to have Gentzkow notify the board members by a phone call instead of email for special meetings. 

Treasures cash trial balance – reviewed and explained.

Bishop moved to adjourn the meeting at 12:35. Olson seconded. All aye. Motion carried. 


ATTEST:

________________________________                  ________________________________
Nicole Gentzkow					Todd Anderson, Chairman
Ransom County Auditor				Ransom County Commission




 

