RANSOM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Regular Meeting – January 20, 2026

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Todd Anderson. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Members present: Greg Schwab, Sye Olson, Kevin Bishop, and Todd Anderson. Absent: Neil Olerud. Also, present: Auditor Nicole Gentzkow, joining via Teams Meeting: Lynn Kaspari, Maria Langland, Heather Bergemann, Betsy Greenley, Jenna Heiggelke. 
Agenda – Garrison Diversion and a few other items were added. Olson moved, seconded by Schwab to approve the agenda with additions. All aye. Motion carried.
Clerk Of Court’s office was discussed. Heather Bergemann put in her two-week resignation. Bergemann’s last day will be January 30, 2026. Bergemann is willing to come back and help out as needed while the office is short staffed. The board called Kris Iverson from the Fargo Court Administration Office to find out who does the hiring for that office. 
Neil Olerud arrived
Adam Schultz appeared before the board to discuss moisture issues they are having in the Sheldon Shop. Schultz looked into a few different options: dehumidifier which would be $3000, exhaust fan $4000, or an air exchange $3000. Schultz discussed a new shop off of HWY 27 for two blades. He would like to get a cost estimate for a 50 x 70 shop with 3 overhead doors. Schultz is working on securing roughly 1-2 acres for around $4600-$5000 per acre. Anything above $250,000 needs to be engineered. Scott Smyth will work on getting a rough estimate for engineering cost. Schultz would also like to get a concrete floor poured in the Milnor shop, add a drain field, and a bathroom. Schultz will look into the lot size for the Milnor Shop. The board also asked Adam to check the size of the lot in Fort Ransom & Engelvale.
Joe Mathern arrived at 9:35a.m.
Andi Sarbaum from Fallon Kelly’s office arrived at 9:50 a.m.
Michael Briss and Teresa Haecherl joined the teams meeting at 9:55 a.m.
Scott Smyth with KLJ let the board know the Hock Bridge has been selected to be replaced and fully funded by Flex funds. The county will only be responsible for preliminary engineering cost. The Hock Bridge is a historical bridge, on the Sheyenne River, so DWR and SHIPHO will be involved which will slow down the process. Smyth is expecting the bid to be late fall 2027 if all goes smooth. Olson moved, seconded by Biship to move forward with KLJ on engineering for the Hock Bridge. All aye. Motion carried. Smyth let the board know the remaining flex funds have not been awarded yet. Sye Olson let Smyth know there are some rough spots on the leading edge of the Sheldon Bridge in the northbound lane. 
Joe Mathern let the board know he has heard some disrespectful comments towards the Hutterites. Mathern would like the comments to stop or he will get a petition to remove anyone saying the comments.
Tanya Weiler joined the commission meeting via telephone to discuss best practices for hiring. Tanya Weiler advised to open the clerk of court position up internally and externally until filled. Olson moved, seconded by Schwab to post the clerk of court position in the Gazette for one week, and start interviews immediately. All opposed the motion. Motion died. Bishop moved, seconded by Olson to advertise the clerk of court position until position filled and start interviews on February 6, 2026. All aye. Motion carried. Olson moved, seconded by Bishop to have Todd Anderson, Kevin Bishop, and a representative for the Fargo Court Administration on the interview board. All aye. Motion carried.
Jenna Olerud, Brenna Welton, and Chelsey Jones joined the meeting via Team at 10:45a.m.
Minutes from the previous regular scheduled commission meeting on January 6, 2026 were reviewed. Bishop moved, seconded by Olson to approve the minutes with corrections. All aye. Motion carried.
The current website and AE2S were discussed. Gentzkow will get the numbers of how much the county spends yearly on the current website for the next commission meeting.
Greg Schwab let the board know the Garrison Diversion Recreation Division Matching grant fund has gone from 50,000 – 100,0000.  Gentzkow will reach out to see what the grant can be used for and report back.
The 5 County meeting will be held on January 29, 2026. There will be a tour at Northland Sire and the business meeting at the Dry Hallow Saloon. 
Gentzkow presented a quote from Dakota Color for painting a few front offices and the entire commons area of the courthouse. The quote was $6,047. Bishop moved, seconded by Schwab to approve the quote from Dakota Color for $6,047. All aye. Motion carried.
The commissioners filled out the required Statement of Interest and turned in to the auditor’s office.
Raymond Hessler and Paymaster were discussed. Nicole Gentzkow, auditor and Kathie Erickson, treasurer met with Raymond Hessler with Paymaster who offers the county a check bond. Hessler’s insurance policy will cover an unlimited amount of checks up to $100,000 per check if any fraud takes place. Hessler also leases a check writing machine to the Treasurer’s office in the price of insurance policy which is $848 for a two-year period. Erickson checked with local banks and what policies they have for fraud. Erickson presented fraud protection from OMB and Bell Bank along with American Bank and Trust. American Bank and Trust will not charge the county for 3 years, after that time period they can renegotiate. Olson moved, seconded by Bishop to move to American Bank and Trust so we have the 3 years of free fraud policy. All opposed the motion. Motion failed. The board asked Kathie Erickson to do a little more research and report back.
Bills were reviewed. Bishop moved, seconded by Schwab to approve the audit listing in the amount of $85,176.99. All aye. Motion carried.
	BARNES COUNTY CORRECTIONAL CENTER       
	5,159.00

	BLEECKER,KEVIN                          
	750.00

	CARDINAL HEALTH 110, INC.               
	4,128.56

	CODE 4 SERVICES,INC.                    
	7,880.31

	COLE PAPER INC.                         
	121.26

	COMPUTER EXPRESS                        
	2,875.00

	GILBERT, KIRSTEN                        
	50.00

	GORDY'S GRILL & FILL                    
	150.00

	HEGLE, KELSEY                           
	112.70

	INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT.            
	2,459.75

	JONES, CHELSEY                          
	361.00

	KELLY, FALLON M.                        
	1,004.30

	LARSON, MEGHAN                          
	227.50

	LISBON POSTMASTER                       
	78.00

	LISBON TRUE VALUE                       
	74.39

	MAIN STREET FARM AND HOME               
	7.50

	ND COUNTY AUDITOR'S ASSOC               
	500.00

	ND COUNTY COMMISSIONERS ASSOCIATION     
	1,725.00

	ND COUNTY RECORDERES ASSOCIATION        
	500.00

	ND DEPT OF EMERGENCY SERVICES           
	6,189.90

	ND STATE RADIO COMMUNICATION            
	29,162.19

	ND 911 ASSOCIATION                      
	100.00

	NDSU AG COMMUNICATION                   
	164.00

	NDSU EXTENSION SERVICE-7510             
	15,744.96

	OLAND,KENT                              
	444.96

	OLERUD, NEIL                            
	960.40

	POPP BINDING & LAMINATING               
	50.83

	QUAL, ANGELA                            
	250.00

	RANSOM COUNTY SADD CHAPTER              
	500.00

	RECORD KEEPERS, LLC                     
	55.00

	SARGENT COUNTY DISTRICT HEALTH UNIT     
	576.15

	ST FRANCIS HEALTHCARE CAMPUS            
	478.00

	STUTSMAN COUNTY CORRECTIONAL CENTER     
	328.00

	TANYA WIELER                            
	1,500.00

	TRIZETTO PROVIDER SOLUTIONS             
	96.72

	WELTON, BRENNA                          
	181.00

	WESTERN PLAINS PUBLIC HEALTH            
	102.86

	WEX HEALTH, INC.                        
	70.00

	WILTSE,CAYLA                            
	57.75

	Total
	85,176.99



Olerud moved, seconded by Bishop to adjourn the meeting at 12:05p.m. All aye. Motion carried.

ATTEST:



