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                   RANSOM COUNTY WATER RESOURCE BOARD
December 19, 2025
Unapproved Minutes

The Ransom County Water Resource District met on December 19 with Ron Hart, Dave Dahl and Scott Olerud present. Others present Greg Schwab, Mike Bassingthwaite, Abigail Franklund (DWR) and Ryan Lyons. The meeting was called to order at 10:04 a.m. by Manager Olerud.
Abigail was given the floor. She discussed cost share program for low head dams. She explained some new options that are available to help with the Fort Ransom Dam to help implement a solution the most cost effective way which would help make this more affordable. If we went on board it would be at no cost to access what would be a solution to the rolling effect and what the cost would be. They would use their own engineering and construction crew. They are limited to a $250,000. The board could back out of this as any point if they decided they didn’t want to be a part of the process. This is a pilot project so all details are not firm at this point. This would get the project to a 30% design. Mike reported he has talked to the city of Fort Ransom. They are not in favor of removing the dam. Mike discussed possible ramifications of removing the dam. He also brought up some option for some grants from Outdoor Heritage Fund (May deadline) as a possibility. Discussion held. If we join this pilot project we would have to end our current agreement with Mike as they don’t want current engineer. Further discussion held. Dave made a motion to review Mr. Bassingthwaite’s work and then make a decision on how to proceed. Ron 2nd the motion. Upon roll call vote the motion carried unanimously. Abigail left the meeting at 10:54 a.m.
Further discussion held with Mike. We will review and discuss his plans at next meeting. 
Ryan Lyons brought up trap. He was wondering about putting in a trap range out at Dead Colt.  Discussion held. Board is receptive to the idea and will check with legal council before proceeding. Ryan left the meeting at 11;10 a.m.
Dave left the meeting at 11:11 a.m.
Minutes from the November meeting were read. Ron made a motion 2nd by Dave to approve the minutes. Motion carried. 
Ron made a motion 2nd by Scott to approve the bills. Upon roll call vote the motion carried.
The following bills were presented:


Gordys $298.02

Heather Edison $1504 $641.74

Cass County Electric $217.38

SE Water $130.28

Elan Financial $163.37

FU Insurance $130 (Commercial Auto)

FU Insurance $331 (Inland Marine)

FU Insurance $3108 (CGL)
Financials were presented. Ron made a motion 2nd by Dave to approve, upon roll call motion carried.
Pavilion:  Discussion held.  Grants and sponsorships will be investigated and looked at.
Greg left the meeting at 11:29 a.m.

2026 meeting dates are scheduled for 2nd Friday of the month at 10 a.m.
Bills presented:  Dakota Oasis $500 tree removal RC Highway $125 Township roads maintenance. Ron made a motion 2nd by Scott to approve the bills. Roll call vote taken motion carried.

Dave returned to the meeting at 11:49 a.m. 

Board Appointments:  Dave nominated Scott for Chairman, 2nd by Hartl upon roll call vote motion carried. 
Next meeting date scheduled for January 9 at 10 a.m.

Ron made a motion 2nd by Dave to adjourn the meeting. Meeting adjourned at 12 p.m.
_______________________



________________________
Scott Olerud, Chairman                                               Heather Edison, Secretary
