RANSOM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Regular Meeting – September 2, 2025

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by chairman Greg Schwab. The pledge of allegiance was recited. Members present: Todd Anderson, Neil Olerud, Kevin Bishop, and Greg Schwab. Absent: Sye Olson. Also, in attendance Ben Gemar and Lynn Kaspari from the Ransom County Gazette. 
Agenda – was reviewed. JDA and ceiling tile for the treasurer’s office was added. Olerud made a motion to approve the agenda with additions. Seconded by Bishop. All aye. Motion carried.
Minutes from the previous regular scheduled commission meeting on August 19, 2025 were reviewed. Bishop moved to approve, seconded by Anderson. Discussion was had. All aye. Motion carried.
Manual warrants in the amount of $41,072.80 were considered. Anderson moved, seconded by Olerud. All aye. Motion carried.
	MARCO
	115.47

	MARCO
	10.00

	OTTER TAIL POWER CO
	77.37

	CASS COUNTY ELECTRIC COOP
	43.42

	CASS COUNTY ELECTRIC COOP
	5.00

	CASS COUNTY ELECTRIC COOP
	46.45

	CASS COUNTY ELECTRIC COOP
	233.17

	CASS COUNTY ELECTRIC COOP
	64.01

	LIBERTY BUSINESS SYSTEMS, INC.
	278.99

	CASS COUNTY ELECTRIC COOP
	138.17

	MARCO
	181.36

	MARCO
	229.01

	MARCO
	10.00

	MARCO
	26.00

	OTTER TAIL POWER CO
	42.97

	MARCO
	163.25

	MARCO
	5.00

	THE ONSHIP GROUP, INC
	200.00

	MARCO TECH- ST LOUIS
	678.46

	MARCO TECH- ST LOUIS
	10.00

	MARCO TECH- ST LOUIS
	-36.00

	JPMORGAN CHASE BANK NA
	35,939.36

	MARCO
	320.26

	MARCO
	10.00

	OTTER TAIL POWER CO
	149.57

	OTTER TAIL POWER CO
	51.36

	OTTER TAIL POWER CO
	903.64

	SOUTHEAST WATER USERS
	67.28

	LISBON, CITY OF
	72.50

	LISBON, CITY OF
	39.50

	LISBON, CITY OF
	183.57

	LISBON, CITY OF
	75.06

	LISBON, CITY OF
	311.97

	BELL BANK- FINANCIAL SERVICES
	48.48

	BELL BANK- FINANCIAL SERVICES
	47.29

	BELL BANK- FINANCIAL SERVICES
	54.20

	BELL BANK- FINANCIAL SERVICES
	45.75

	BELL BANK- FINANCIAL SERVICES
	40.87

	BELL BANK- FINANCIAL SERVICES
	37.34

	BELL BANK- FINANCIAL SERVICES
	35.31

	BELL BANK- FINANCIAL SERVICES
	49.12

	BELL BANK- FINANCIAL SERVICES
	33.10

	BELL BANK- FINANCIAL SERVICES
	35.17

	Total 
	41,072.80



Commissioner Audit Listing in the amount of $55,735.02 were reviewed. Anderson moved to approve the bills pending on specials to the City of Lisbon and the sheriff’s bill. Bishop seconded. Discussion was had. All aye. Motion carried.
	BRISS,MICHAELA                          
	122.74

	HAECHERL, TERESA                        
	383.20

	LISBON, CITY OF                         
	700.00

	A W DIESEL SERVICE                      
	4,865.19

	COMPUTER EXPRESS                        
	2,375.00

	CROSSROADS ELECTRIC, INC                
	166.25

	DACOTAH PAPER COMPANY                   
	169.98

	DAKOTA WATER SOLUTIONS                  
	72.00

	FIRST MEDIC AMBULANCE                   
	6,416.67

	GEINERT, RUTH                           
	407.56

	GORDY'S GRILL & FILL                    
	692.75

	HEFTY SEED COMPANY                      
	1,091.35

	LEXISNEXIS MATTHEW BENDER               
	100.31

	MAIN STREET FARM AND HOME               
	8.18

	MARCO TECHNOLOGIES, LLC                 
	29.79

	NAPA PARTS SUPPLY-LISBON                
	25.48

	ND ASSOC OF COUNTIES- BISMARCK          
	44.00

	OFFICE OF THE STATE AUDITOR             
	17,133.88

	PLAINS GRAIN & AGRONOMY LLC             
	4,902.50

	QUILL CORPORATION                       
	29.88

	RANSOM COUNTY TREASURER'S OFFICE        
	9,572.25

	RDO EQUIPMENT-FARGO                     
	52.54

	SIDWELL COMPANY                         
	4,168.75

	STRYKER SALES, LLC                      
	300.00

	TANYA WIELER                            
	1,500.00

	TITAN MACHINERY                         
	386.82

	WELTON'S TIRE SERVICE                   
	17.95

	Total
	55,735.02



Lynn Kaspari arrived at 9:35
Ben Gemar – would like the county to set an event-based fee schedule for liquor and beer permits, so he has an idea on what to charge for each event. Gemar had requested the board to consider a pro-rated amount since this event is once a year. The county license is specific to the address where the event is being held. Gemar currently has a city liquor and beer license along with a state license. Anderson feels the previous motion was fair. The commission will look into setting a fee schedule. 
Teresa Haecherl – provided a proposal for Betsy Greenley to work in the tax director’s office one day a week. Haecherl has money in her remaining 2025 budget to hire Greenley on for one day a week. The commission spoke with Greenley and she also stated she would like more hours with the county. Haecherl would like to keep Kristie Reinke in that office one day a week to help with the new software and splits. Olerud made a motion to hire Greenley through December 31st. Seconded by Anderson. Discussion was had. Roll call: Anderson – yes, Olerud – yes, Bishop – yes, and Schwab – yes. Motion carried. Greenley will start one day a week starting September 8th.
Fallon Kelly arrived at 10:10
Tammy Hartman – was here with Verizon Wireless. Hartman stated Verizon is getting complaints from the ND Highway Patrol and from the Sheriff about the service. There is currently a temporary tower but that is not giving off enough service for the rural parts of Enderlin. Verizon is requesting a year to build the new tower and to remove the current temp tower. The temporary tower is sitting where the old Verizon tower used to sit. Olerud made a motion to permit temporary conditional use permit at cell tower at the site previously approved for a condition use permit allowing up to one year of use of a temporary cell tower to provide customer services while the permanent tower is being constructed. Bishop seconded. All aye. Motion carried.
Scott Smyth – let the board know they want to start the McRitchie project the second week in September and they had a meeting about it last Wednesday. Smyth is going over flex funding applications with a couple of townships. Smyth also let the board know that there is no expiration on flex funding. Smyth will put a bid in for the Elliott and Mcleod Road.
Opioid Settlement – the county received a secondary settlement agreement which means they are adding more companies. A new motion will be needed for the new opioid settlement agreement. Bishop made a motion to have Schwab sign the secondary opioid settlement agreement. Anderson seconded. All aye. Motion carried.
Darren Benneweis arrived at 11:35
The commission had some concerns regarding law enforcement working street dances and how they are covered under WSI and NDIRF. Sheriff Darren Benneweis subcontracted and had the City of Lisbon officers work a recent street dance. Anderson is wondering why the establishments holding the event don’t hire their own security. Sheriff Benneweis stated that if there is an event, the establishment has to get approval at the sheriff’s discretion. The board would like to re-visit this topic at a later date. 
Special assessments – The City of Lisbon sent the county a bill for owed specials. The board spoke with Fallon Kelly and he stated that the county may be required to be pay specials if they are owed in city limits.
Beer and Liquor permits – Sticklestad submitted two permits for September 13th and September 20th. 
Anderson moved to approve September 13th event permit. Olerud seconded. All aye. Motion carried.
Olerud moved to approve September 20th event permit. Bishop Seconded. All aye. Motion carried.
Job Development – Julie Stulz submitted an application to be on the Job Development board. Discussion was had. Olerud made a motion to approve Stulz for JDA. Anderson seconded. All aye. Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Office – Kathie Erickson found ceiling tile panels for her office. Four panels need to be replaced in the treasurer’s office due to water damage. The estimated cost of the ceiling tiles is $469.94 dollars. Anderson moved to approve for Erickson to purchase the ceiling tiles. Olerud seconded. All aye. Motion carried.
Olerud made a motion to set a $200 dollar charge on events. Anderson seconded. Discussion was had. Roll call: Bishop – no, Olerud – no, Anderson – no, Schwab – no. Motion died.
The meeting was adjourned at 12:40 p.m. Schwab moved to approve. Seconded by Anderson. All aye.


													
Maria Langland						Greg Schwab, Chairman
Ransom County Deputy Auditor				Ransom County Commission







