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                   RANSOM COUNTY WATER RESOURCE BOARD
July 25, 2025
Subject to board approval

The Ransom County Water Resource District met on May 9 with Ron Hartl, Dave Dahl and Scott Olerud present. Also present Kevin Schwab. The meeting was called to order at 11:07 a.m. by Manager Olerud.
Minutes from the May 9 meeting were read. Ron made a motion 2nd by David to approve the minutes. Motion carried.

Minutes from the May 16 meeting were read. Dave made a motion 2nd by Ron to approve the minutes. Motion carried. 

Ron made a motion 2nd by David to approve the bills. Upon roll call vote the motion carried.
The following bills were presented:


Heather Edison $1009.38



Jeanie Odegard $221.64



Jeff Odegard $395.75



Shiloh Johnson $282.59



Sharon Urbach $1734



SE Water $40.08



Cass County Electric $667.47



Crossroads $1209.62



Ohnstad $1132.42

DRN $246.64

Lisbon Septic $550

Larson Helicopters (sydna) $257.50

Elan Financial $518.55

True Value $16.65

Waste Management $621.93

Gordys $280.53

Ransom County Highway $125

Larson Helicopters (Shenford) $442.90

MTI $391.11

Cass County Electric $1256.91

SJ Plumbing $200

Pavillion:  Discussion held. Dave made a motion to move forward with the Pavilion project with a budget of $300,000 if it exceed it would need to be revisted. 2nd by Hartl. Upon roll call vote the motion carried.
Dave Dahl made a motion to approve the public comment resolution for 3 minitue limit (2nd by Hartl) – Roll call all in favor  motion carried. Resolution listed below.
 REGARDING PUBLIC COMMENT REQUIREMENTS AT REGULAR MEETINGS 
WHEREAS, the Ransom County Water Resource District (the “District”) is a North Dakota water resource district and political subdivision under Chapters 61-16 and 61-16.1 of the North Dakota Century Code. 

WHEREAS, as a North Dakota political subdivision, the District is subject to North Dakota’s open meetings requirements under Chapter 44-04 of the North Dakota Century Code. 

WHEREAS, during the 2025 Legislative Session, the North Dakota Legislature approved SB 2180, a bill that includes a new public meeting requirement in Chapter 44-04 for cities, counties, townships, school districts, park districts, and water resource districts (the “Public Entities”). 

WHEREAS, under SB 2180, at every regularly scheduled meeting, the Public Entities must include an opportunity for members of the public to provide comments. 

WHEREAS, SB 2180 directs the Public Entities to implement policies that include rules for public comments, including time limits for public speakers, total meeting time limitations for public comment, rules regarding permissible topics, and rules of decorum. 

WHEREAS, as a water resource district, the District must comply with SB 2180 and approves this RESOLUTION OF POLICY in compliance with the public comment policy requirements under SB 2180. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that this RESOLUTION OF POLICY represents the District’s official policy regarding public comments at regular board meetings as mandated under SB 2180. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the District’s policy under this RESOLUTION OF POLICY ensures the public’s right to speak at a regular meeting and ensures the public comment process is orderly, efficient, and respectful. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the District approves the following policy regarding public comments at the District’s meetings, under SB 2180: 

The District will include a public comment agenda item as the first non-procedural agenda item at all regular meetings of the District. “Regular” meetings include the District’s regularly scheduled monthly meetings, as approved by the District and filed with the Ransom County Auditor, all as required under N.D. Cent. Code § 44-04-20(3). 
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Each person interested in providing public comments at a meeting must submit a speaker card, in person or via email, to the District’s Secretary prior to the meeting being called to order that includes: the person’s name; 

the person’s address; and 

an agenda item from the current meeting agenda or the previous meeting agenda that the person seeks to address. 

1. If a speaker card does not include all three items above, the person is disqualified and the person may not speak at the meeting. 

2. The District will afford each person three minutes to provide comments. The District will notify each speaker when the three minutes have expired and the speaker will promptly conclude. 

3. To ensure orderly and efficient meetings, the District will limit the public comment agenda item to a total of thirty minutes, regardless of how many people have submitted speaker cards. 

4. The District will call on each person who has properly submitted a completed speaker card to present public comments, in the order of submission. 

�. All comments must: address the agenda item identified on the speaker card, from the current meeting agenda or the previous meeting agenda; and 

�. be pertinent to the District. 

�. Comments may not: be defamatory, abusive, harassing, or unlawful; 

�. include information that is exempt or confidential under North Dakota open records or open meetings law; or 

�. interfere with the orderly conduct of the District’s meeting. 

�. Speakers may not yield their allotted time to another person. 

�. Anyone unable or unwilling to speak in-person may submit written comments to the District’s Secretary prior to the meeting; the written comments must include the person’s name and address and must be pertinent to an agenda item from the current meeting agenda or the previous meeting agenda. If a person submits written comments to the District’s Secretary at least twenty-four hours prior to the District’s meeting, the Secretary will circulate and distribute the comments to the District’s Board of Managers prior to the meeting. If a person submits written comments to the District’s Secretary less than twenty-four hours prior to a meeting, the Secretary will circulate and distribute the comments to the District’s Board of Managers after the meeting. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this RESOLUTION OF POLICY supersedes any of the District’s previous policies or practices regarding public comments at the District’s meetings. Page 3 
Date Approved: July 25, 2025 

RANSOM COUNTY WATER 

RESOURCE DISTRICT 

___________________________________ 

Scott Olerud, Chair 

ATTEST: 

______________________________ 

Heather Edison 

Secretary-Treasurer
Ron made a motion 2nd by Dahl to send letter of support to County Commissioners for the Red River Joint Water Board’s request of 1.5 mil. Roll call vote taken all in favor motion carried.

Greg left the meeting at 11:47 a.m.

Assessments: Dave made a motion to lower Coburn assessment to $1 and to leave McLeod and Shenford at $2. Ron 2nd the motion. Upon roll call vote the motion carried unanimously.
Budget: Discussion held. Dave made a motion 2nd by Ron to approve the 2026 budget. Roll call vote taken motion approved.
Next meeting date scheduled for August 15 at 10 a.m.

David made a motion 2nd Ron to adjourn the meeting. Meeting adjourned at 12:41 a.m.
_______________________



________________________
Scott Olerud, Chairman                                               Heather Edison, Secretary
