RANSOM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Budget Meeting – August 2, 2022

The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m. by Chairman Joe Mathern. Members present: Connie Gilbert, Neil Olerud, Andrew Beerman, Greg Schwab, and Joe Mathern. 

Olerud discussed how he doesn’t like percentage raises. The people making the largest salaries get the largest increases. He would like to see employees get raise of $1.10 per hour, which would be $190 increase per month. Discussion was had. Olerud stated he is no longer in favor of the pay study.

Emergency Manager - position was discussed. Connie Gilbert asked if the board was willing to see it go back to full time.

Bell Bank - Nathan Berseth, Becky Walen, and Rebecca Borland, with Bell Bank appeared before the board to present some banking options they offer. Discussion was had. No decisions were made. 

Wages - Andrew Beerman figured out the board will be receiving a 7.14% increase with the $100 per month raise approved for preliminary budget. Beerman feels everyone should get at least a 7.14% increase that the commissioners got or more with a step increase. Gilbert agreed, she doesn’t want the commission to be getting a higher percentage than other employees. Olerud is not in favor of percentage raises. Schwab would like to give employees a 7.5% increase with a step raise. Gilbert liked Schwab’s idea. Beerman moved to give employees a 7.5% cost of living raise and a step increase, seconded by Schwab. Gilbert, Beerman, Schwab and Mathern were in favor. Olerud opposed. 

Chairman Mathern adjourned the meeting at 3:20 p.m.

The next budget meeting will be August 8, 2022 at 9:00 a.m.
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