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                   RANSOM COUNTY WATER RESOURCE BOARD
March 28, 2025
Subject to board approval
The Ransom County Water Resource District met on March 28 with Ron Hartl, David Dahl and Scott Olerud present. Also present Greg Schwab and Mike Bassingthewaite. The meeting was called to order at 10:09 a.m. by Manager Olerud.
Minutes from the February meeting were read. Ron made a motion 2nd by Dave to approve the minutes. Motion carried.

Ron made a motion to approve the financials, 2nd by Dahl, upon roll call vote motion carried unanimously.
Ron made a motion 2nd by David to approve the bills. Upon roll call vote the motion carried unanimously.
The following bills were presented:


Ohnstad $654.85 Ben Dick Permit


Elan Financial $228.56


DRN $164.21


USPS $100


SE Water $71.93


Cass County Electric $56.11

Pavillion:  New design reviewed from Riverside. 
Fort Ransom:  Mike took the floor to give a briefing on to get David up to date. Mike also said the project was quoted at $50000 for their work. He is requesting a larger engineering budget for this project. He is requesting an additional $25000 for a total of $75000. Ron made a motion to raise to $75000 2nd by Dahl. Upon roll call vote the motion carried unanimously. Proposed meeting tentative on April 17 at Fort Ransom, Mike will see if we can get that lined up.
Application to Install a Subsurface Water Management System No. 2025-02 for Ryan Galbreath in Section 5 in Moore Township
The Board next reviewed Application to Install a Subsurface Water Management System No. 2025-02 filed February 28, 2025, by Applicant Ryan Galbreath.  Under the Application, Applicant seeks to install a 321-acre drain tile system in Section 5 in Moore Township, Ransom County, North Dakota.  The project will include a single pump outlet located near the north boundary of the Northwest Quarter of Section 5; the pump will discharge directly into a natural watercourse, as that term is defined under N.D. Cent. Code § 61-01-06; the natural watercourse flows to the north, under North Dakota Highway 46.

According to Ransom County tax parcel data, Duane and Connie Galbreath own the Southwest Quarter of Section 5 and Ryan and Shannon Galbreath own the Southeast Quarter of Section 5 and the North Half of Section 5.  Because the project will discharge directly into a natural watercourse, no downstream notices are required under N.D. Cent. Code § 61‑32-03.1.   However, because the project will discharge upstream of NDDOT right of way, the Board will provide a courtesy copy of the final permit to NDDOT.

Manager Dahl moved, and Manager Hartl seconded the motion, to approve Application to Install a Subsurface Water Management System No. 2025-02 filed February 28, 2025, for Ryan Galbreath in Section 5 in Moore Township, and to authorize the Secretary-Treasurer to sign Subsurface Water Management Permit No. 2025-02, subject to the following conditions:

1. Applicant will re-establish any areas disturbed installing or maintaining Applicant’s tile system. 

2. Applicant will install and maintain erosion protection at any and all outlets into the natural watercourse in the Southwest Quarter of Section 29 in Moore Township. 

3. Applicant will turn off any pump outlets and otherwise close all outlets during “critical flood periods,” as determined by the Ransom County Water Resource District.

4. Applicant will not install Applicant’s tile system within 20 feet, on either side, of any rural water lines Southeast Water Users District has in Section 5 in Moore Township under any blanket easements, or otherwise beyond the Water District’s existing easement(s).

5. Applicant will apply for an amendment to Subsurface Water Management Permit No. 2025-02 in advance of any proposed alterations to outlet locations, the addition of any outlets, or improvements or modifications to the tile system that could increase the capacity or drainage area of the tile system.

Upon roll call vote, the motion carried unanimously. 

Under Section 61-32-03.1, the Board cannot attach any additional conditions to Applicant’s permit.  However, for Applicant’s protection, and to ensure protection of Applicant’s tile system, the Board recommends that Applicant obtain all other necessary and requisite licenses, permits, registrations, and/or approvals from all applicable federal, state, county, and municipal governments, and any other applicable governmental entities.

The Board will provide copies of the Board’s Notice of Decision and Subsurface Water Management Permit No. 2025-02 to the Department of Water Resources, NDDOT, Duane and Connie Galbreath, Ryan and Shannon Galbreath, and Southeast Water Users District.  Applicant’s detailed project design map is an exempt record, and the Board will not provide copies to any third parties.

Thordenskjold Drain Meeting – Ron reported that he attended the meeting. No concerns to note.
Ron made a motion 2nd by David to adjourn the meeting. Meeting adjourned at 11:22 a.m.
_______________________



________________________
Scott Olerud, Chairman                                               Heather Edison, Secretary
