RANSOM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Regular Meeting – December 3, 2024
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Chairman Kevin Bishop. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Members present: Todd Anderson, Neil Olerud, Sye Olson, and Kevin Bishop. Along with Auditor Nicole Gentzkow, and Lynn Kaspari from the Ransom County Gazette. Absent: Greg Schwab.
Agenda – was reviewed. Olerud moved, seconded by Anderson to approve the agenda. All aye. Motion carried.
Minutes – from the previous regular scheduled commission meeting on November 19, 2024 were reviewed. Olerud moved to approve the minutes, seconded by Olson. All aye. Motion carried.
Manual warrants - in the amount of $14,518.16 were reviewed by the board. Olerud moved, seconded by Anderson to approve the manual warrants in the amount of $14,518.16 It was discussed to let the tax on Brian Zimprich’s out of state travel ride this time, but in the future, it will need to be paid back by Zimprich. It was also mentioned again that out of state travel needs to be approved by the board before travel occurs. All aye. Motion carried. 
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Commission Audit Listing – in the amount of $171,314.79 were reviewed.  Olerud moved, seconded by Olson to approve the commission audit listing in the amount of $171,314.79. All aye. Motion carried.
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Alison and Andrew from Cass County Electric appeared before the board to discuss the delinquent utility bill in the City of Elliott. Alison and Andrew let the board know that the street lights will be torn out of Elliott on main street and in yards if residence don’t take the bill over. Olerud moved, seconded by Olson to use general funds from interest to pay the City of Elliott’s past due utility bill, the county will try to get the money from the City of Elliott at a later time. The board decided to pay for the past due utility bill for the safety aspect on the county road.  All aye. Motion carried.
Brian Orn, from Garrision Diversion, Steve Burian from Burian Consultants appeared before the board to answer any questions they may have on the new water pipeline being built for commercial infrastructure. The pipeline construction start date is 2032, completion date is 2042, it has been designed for drought protection through 2075. The pipeline is for commercial grade water only, it will not be drinkable water. If Ransom County were to sign the memoranda of commitment the first payment will be due in 2028. If at anytime Ransom County were to change their mind, Fargo or Grand Forks would be willing to buy Ransom County’s share. No decision was made.
Heather Bergemann appeared before the board with Chris Iverson from the Fargo Courts Division to discuss plans for the court room improvement grant application. Bergemann would like to see the courtroom flipped around so the Judge does not have to walk through the people he is prosecuting. Bergemann would also like to add a door from the Clerk of Court vault/storage room into the courtroom to add a more secure entrance for the judge. Iverson let the board know the court administration would pay for court staff chairs, technology, and wiring. However, this was not submitted in the current budget, and the state follows biennial budgets, so they could request for the next biennium. Bergemann suggested applying for the install of the door on this grant application and then applying next year to flip the court room. The rough quote to install a door from clerk of court to the court room is $4785. Olerud moved, seconded by Anderson to have Bergemann go ahead and apply to have a door installed pending approval from the state Historical Preservation Office. All aye. Motion carried.
Fallon Kelly appeared before the board to let them know he has an employee retiring and he would like permission to hire a new employee and have 1 month training with the current employee. Anderson moved, seconded by Olson to allow Fallon Kelly a month of overlap for training since this has been allowed in other offices in the past. All aye. Motion carried.
City of Elliott was discussed with Fallon Kelly. Kelly let the board know they city will indefinitely be a city until they dissolve. Kelly can look into the process of how they can dissolve, however this needs to be done by city residents. The county can not do it for them. 
Scott Smyth appeared before the board to let them know there are no updates on the Flex funding project. The Englevale and Sheldon Road paving projects are complete, the county can expect a bill around $800,000.
The commission, Nicole Gentzkow, and Randy Gallagher then watched the yearly required work force safety video.
 Liquor and beer licenses were submitted along with the appropriate fee for Stiklestad Lodge and Silver Prairie Saloon. A beer license and appropriate fee was submitted for the Sand Dune Saloon. Olson moved, seconded by Anderson to approve the liquor and beer license pending taxes have been paid. Olerud abstained from the vote. Anderson, Olson, and Bishop were in favor. Motion carried.
Mcleod Agriculture 4H Club submitted a local gaming permit along with the appropriate fee. Olerud moved, seconded by Olson to approve the local gaming permit. All aye. Motion carried.
Health insurance was discussed once again, Gentzkow is not sure the county can afford to cover the 19.1% increase. No changes were made.
Pers Public Safety Retirement Plan was discussed in 2026 the required amount is 19.27% for law enforcement. Currently the county is paying all of pers retirement.
With nothing more to come before the board, the meeting was adjourned at 2:55 p.m.
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