RANSOM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Regular Meeting – November 7, 2024

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 am by Chairman Kevin Bishop. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Members present: Joe Mathern, Neil Olerud, Connie Gilbert, Greg Schwab, and Kevin Bishop along with Auditor Nicole Gentzkow.
Agenda – was reviewed. Connie Gilbert and Neil Olerud asked to have additions added during miscellaneous. Mathern moved, seconded by Olerud to approve the agenda with additions. All aye. Motion carried.
Minutes from the regular scheduled commission meeting on October 1, 2024 were reviewed. Mathern moved, seconded by Olerud to approve the minutes from October 1, 2024. All aye. Motion carried.
Minutes from the regular scheduled commission meeting on October 15, 2024 were reviewed. Olerud moved, seconded by Mathern to approve the regular scheduled commission minutes from October 15, 2024. All Aye. Motion carried.
Manual warrants in the amount of $22,610.46 were reviewed by the board. Mathern moved, seconded by Gilbert to approve the manual warrants. County Agents out of state travel to Idaho was questioned. Handbook was reviewed, new policy will be added in the updated handbook addressing travel.
	LIBERTY BUSINESS SYSTEMS, INC.
	267.81

	MARCO
	211.16

	MARCO
	10.00

	MARCO
	162.22

	LISBON, CITY OF
	66.50

	LISBON, CITY OF
	39.50

	LISBON, CITY OF
	169.37

	OTTER TAIL POWER CO
	38.75

	OTTER TAIL POWER CO
	299.29

	MARCO
	303.86

	MARCO
	10.00

	MARCO
	2.48

	OTTER TAIL POWER CO
	1,220.57

	BELL BANK-FINANCIAL SERVICES
	37.81

	BELL BANK-FINANCIAL SERVICES
	19.69

	BELL BANK-FINANCIAL SERVICES
	20.00

	BELL BANK-FINANCIAL SERVICES
	47.86

	BELL BANK-FINANCIAL SERVICES
	31.69

	BELL BANK-FINANCIAL SERVICES
	18.00

	BELL BANK-FINANCIAL SERVICES
	40.76

	BELL BANK-FINANCIAL SERVICES
	31.36

	BELL BANK-FINANCIAL SERVICES
	54.45

	JPMORGAN CHASE BANK NA
	17,132.13

	OTTER TAIL POWER CO
	41.24

	SOUTHEAST WATER USERS
	77.93

	LISBON, CITY OF
	98.82

	MARCO
	127.46

	MARCO
	809.70

	MARCO
	30.00

	MARCO TECH- ST LOUIS
	678.46

	MARCO TECH- ST LOUIS
	10.00

	CASS COUNTY ELECTRIC COOP
	148.53

	CASS COUNTY ELECTRIC COOP
	41.20

	CASS COUNTY ELECTRIC COOP
	5.00

	CASS COUNTY ELECTRIC COOP
	48.17

	CASS COUNTY ELECTRIC COOP
	205.10

	CASS COUNTY ELECTRIC COOP
	53.59

	Total
	22,610.46



The audit listing in the amount of $89,690.63 was reviewed. Olerud moved, seconded by Mathern to approve the audit listing in the amount of $89,690.63.  Discussion was had. Schwab moved to amend the motion and approve all bills except the Enderlin Vet for the dog bill, seconded by Mathern. All aye. Motion carried. The board then voted on the previous motion to approve the audit listing in the amount of $89,690.63 minus the Enderlin Vet, all aye. Motion carried.
	GALLAGHER, RANDY                        
	93.80

	GENTZKOW, NICOLE                        
	245.22

	HOPKINS, ROBERTA PO BOX 950             
	43.50

	REINKE, JOSEPH                          
	120.00

	WEIDNER,SAMANTHA                        
	335.10

	BARNES COUNTY CORRECTIONAL CENTER       
	3,100.00

	BEAR CREEK GRAVEL                       
	86.35

	BLEECKER,KEVIN                          
	750.00

	BUELING, KIRK                           
	750.00

	BUELING, LANCE                          
	750.00

	CAMAS SAND & GRAVEL                     
	53.40

	COMPUTER EXPRESS                        
	165.99

	DACOTAH PAPER COMPANY                   
	427.08

	DICK,CHRISTY                            
	500.00

	DMC WEAR PARTS, LLC                     
	508.00

	ENDERLIN VETERINARY CLINIC              
	317.00

	FIRST MEDIC AMBULANCE                   
	6,250.00

	FRIESZ,MARY                             
	275.00

	FROEMKE EXCAVATING                      
	7,284.50

	GEINERT, RUTH                           
	370.60

	GORDY'S GRILL & FILL                    
	344.62

	JOHNSON,ALICE                           
	275.00

	K & S CARPET CLEANERS                   
	680.05

	KIRSCH, DETTE J.                        
	275.00

	KOTACO                                  
	10,742.06

	LESMEISTER GRAVEL                       
	6,519.77

	LISBON TRUE VALUE                       
	438.71

	LONG, CHARLES A.                        
	275.00

	LYONS,RYAN                              
	750.00

	MAIN STREET FARM AND HOME               
	175.75

	MATHERN,LINDA                           
	275.00

	MLGC                                    
	569.88

	MORIN,CINDY                             
	275.00

	MYERS,GARY                              
	275.00

	ND UNCLAIMED PROPERTY                   
	181.43

	NDAAEA                                  
	75.00

	NDSU EXTENSION SERVICE-7510             
	11,769.34

	PEDERSON,ERIC                           
	275.00

	PLAINS GRAIN & AGRONOMY LLC             
	3,140.25

	QUADIENT FINANCE USA INC.               
	4,082.32

	QUILL CORPORATION                       
	174.86

	RICHLAND COUNTY CORRECTIONS             
	1,608.68

	SAXERUD, JOANN                          
	275.00

	SWANSTON EQUIPMENT CORPORATION          
	2,354.08

	THOMASON, LYLE P.                       
	275.00

	TRUENORTH STEEL                         
	20,109.42

	VESTIS                                  
	248.87

	WALTON,KATHY                            
	275.00

	WENDEL, ANN                             
	275.00

	WOOD,LYNETTE                            
	275.00

	Total
	89,690.63



Terry Thompson appeared before the board to discuss County Road 134 going past Georgie Thompson’s residence and to the gravel pits. Thompson had heard rumor that the road may go back to gravel, and hoped the county would reconsider if that was the plan. Adam Schultz highway super intendent and County Engineer Scott Smyth are going to look into prices for redoing county road 134.
Randy Gallagher – risk manager appeared before the board to let them know he is planning to retire in February 2025 from the maintenance job, however would like to keep the risk manager part of the job. The board let Gallagher know at this time they did not have a decision on him staying on as risk manager. Gallagher also gave some updates from his risk manager conference regarding a new guideline for law enforcement officers and regular health physicals. Gallagher also let the board know that while the officers are working dances, if they are not on Ransom County’s time clock, they are not covered under workman’s comp insurance if they are injured. Gallagher also reminded the board that if an employee is injured there is a twenty-four-hour reporting period that needs to be met or the county gets penalized.
Adam Schultz – highway superintendent appeared before the board to let the know the training a few crews’ member attended in Barnes County for winter maintenance was very beneficial. Schultz asked the board for permission for him and a few of the road crew to attend a NDLTAP training in Carrington, ND. Discussion was had. The board left if up to Schultz to take whatever road crew guys he saw fit to the training in Carrington, ND.
Brandi Rolland from Jones and Kelly arrived at 10:00 a.m.
Schultz let the board know he is struggling to get a quote on the propane tanks we currently are renting from CHS. Also, KOTACO was awarded the propane bid, however tanks are owned by CHS, and CHS filled the tanks. Schultz has asked CHS to pump their propane out of the tanks so the county can get tanks, purchased, and purchase propane from KOTACO. Schultz also let the board know he is working on getting quotes for a well on the land Ed Walton owns along HWY 27 and the Fort Ransom Road where the proposed new Fort Ransom Highway shop may go.
Scott Smyth with KLJ appeared before the board to let them know the Anslem Bridge will be opening soon, however the paving will not happen this fall. There will be gravel for the fall/winter before the bridge until spring. Smyth also let the board know he and Adam Schultz will be marking trees that need to be removed at the McRitchie Bridge before the long ear bat season. KLJ is working with the railroad on the haul road and the crossing requirements needs.
Aiden McCardy appeared before the board with the Forest Service to introduce himself and listen in on what the board planned to do with the current fire ban Ransom County has in effect. Discussion was had, and the board decided to keep the fire ban on until the next commission meeting.
Connie Gilbert let the board know that she is currently serving on the RSR board as a commissioner, however now that she is no longer going to be a commissioner she would be interested in taking the at large open position if the board would allow. Olerud moved, seconded by Mathern. Connie Gilbert abstained from the vote. Schwab, Mathern, Olerud, and Bishop were in favor. Motion passed.
Job Development Board was discussed – Bob Smith’s term is up and he no longer wishes to be on the board, Kristina Dick has turned in an application to be on the job development board. Board discussed. This will be rediscussed at a later meeting, as job development doesn’t meet again until January 2025.
Water development project – questions were brought up, the board asked to have Jay Anderson attend a commission meeting before the December 12 five county meeting to answer any questions.
Health Insurance was discussed. Blue Cross Blue Sheild let the board know of a 19.1% increase to the health insurance plan as of January 1, 2025. Discussion was had. The board decided to leave health insurance as is for the 2025 year.
The county Christmas party is scheduled for December 6, 2024 at the Expo Center.
Gentzkow presented a scope and objectives from the state auditors for the upcoming audit in December that needed to be signed by the board. Gilbert moved, seconded by Schwab to approve the scope and objectives of the state auditors. All aye. Motion carried.
With nothing further to come before the board, the meeting was adjourned at 10:35 a.m.

ATTEST:

___________________________________                  _______________________________      Nicole Gentzkow					   Kevin Bishop, Chairman
Ransom County Auditor			           	   Ransom County Commission



