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                   RANSOM COUNTY WATER RESOURCE BOARD
December 8, 2023
The Ransom County Water Resource District met on Dec 8, 2023 with, Ron Hartl and Scott Olerud present.  Absent:  Tim Huether. Also present:  Greg Schwab. The meeting was called to order at 10:16 a.m. by Manager Olerud.
Minutes from the November 9 meeting was read. Ron made a motion 2nd by Scott to approve the minutes. Motion carried. 
Ron made a motion to approve the financials, 2nd by Scott, upon roll call vote motion carried. 
Ron made a motion 2nd by Scott to approve the bills. Upon roll call vote the motion was carried.
The following bills were presented:



ND Water Users $300



Interstate Engineering $6375.30 (walkway)



Interstate Engineering $5574.30 (ft ransom)



ND Water Resource Districts $675



Heather Edison $616.10



Cass County Electric $233.73



Farmers Union Ins $2853



DRN $157.65



Elan Financial $96.15



Ohnstad Twichell $37.50



USDA $90



Heather Edison $791.09

Discussion held on pavilion.
Application to Install a Subsurface Water Management System No. 2023-06 for Gordon Paul Anderson in the Northwest Quarter of Section 23 in Alleghany Township
The Board next reviewed an Application to Install a Subsurface Water Management System No. 2023-06 filed November 27, 2023, by Applicant Gordon Paul Anderson.  Under the Application, Applicant seeks to install a 133-acre drain tile system in the Northwest Quarter of Section 23 in Alleghany Township, Ransom County, North Dakota.  The project will include a single pump outlet located in the northeast corner of the Northwest Quarter of Section 23; the pump will discharge into the south road ditch along 75th Street SE; the discharge will flow east in the south road ditch, along the north boundary of the Northeast Quarter of Section 23 until discharging into a tributary of the Sheyenne River and flowing north.

According to County tax roll information, the GP & DA Anderson Family Limited Liability Limited Partnership owns the Northwest Quarter of Section 23 in Alleghany Township.  With regard to downstream properties, Krchnavy Farms LLLP owns the Northeast Quarter of Section 23 in Alleghany Township.  Because the project will discharge into a natural watercourse in the Northeast Quarter of Section 23, no additional downstream notices are necessary in accordance with N.D. Cent. Code § 61-32-03.1.

Manager Hartl moved, and Manager Olerud seconded the motion, to approve Application to Install a Subsurface Water Management System No. 2023-06 filed November 27, 2023, for Gordon Paul Anderson in the Northwest Quarter of Section 23 in Alleghany Township, and to authorize the Secretary-Treasurer to sign Subsurface Water Management Permit No. 2023-06, subject to the following conditions:
1. Applicant will install and maintain erosion protection at any and all outlets into Alleghany Township’s road ditch. 

  
2. Applicant will re-establish any areas disturbed installing or maintaining Applicant’s tile system.

3. Applicant will turn off any pump outlets and otherwise close all outlets during “critical flood periods,” as determined by the Ransom County Water Resource District.

4. Applicant will not install Applicant’s tile system within 20 feet, on either side, of any rural water lines Southeast Water Users District has in the Northwest Quarter of Section 23 in Alleghany Township under any blanket easements, or otherwise beyond the Water District’s existing easement(s).

5. Applicant will remove silt or vegetation, or repair erosion or scour damages directly caused by Applicant’s tile system, but only up to one mile downstream of the project outlets.

6. Applicant must apply for an amendment to Subsurface Water Management Permit No. 2023-06 in advance of any proposed alterations to outlet locations, the addition of any outlets, or improvements or modifications to the tile system that could increase the capacity or drainage area of the tile system. 

Upon roll call vote, the motion carried unanimously. 

With regard to condition #5, Applicant’s obligations to remove silt or vegetation, or to repair erosion or scour damages, will only arise upon submission of substantial evidence to the Board by a downstream landowner or road authority that Applicant’s tile system directly caused accumulation of silt or vegetation, erosion, or scouring.  

Under Section 61-32-03.1, the Board cannot attach any additional conditions to Applicant’s permit.  However, for Applicant’s protection, and to ensure protection of Applicant’s tile system, the Board recommends that Applicant comply with the following:

1. The Board recommends that Applicant obtain written consent from the Alleghany Township Board of Township Supervisors to discharge into or otherwise utilize any of the Township’s road of way. 
2. The Board recommends that Applicant obtain all other necessary and requisite licenses, permits, registrations, and/or approvals from all applicable federal, state, county, and municipal governments, and any other applicable governmental entities.

Sean Fredricks will provide copies of the Board’s Notice of Decision, Subsurface Water Management Permit No. 2023-06, and Applicant’s downstream flow map to the Department of Water Resources, the Alleghany Township Board of Township Supervisors, Krchnavy Farms LLLP, and Southeast Water Users District.  Applicant’s detailed project design map is an exempt record, and the Board will not provide copies to any third parties.

Discussion held on Thordenskjold Drain Reassessment:  
Manager_____________ introduced the following RESOLUTION on behalf of the Barnes County Water Resource District and moved its adoption: Manager Hartl introduced the following RESOLUTION on behalf of the Ransom County Water Resource District and moved its adoption: JOINT RESOLUTION SETTING HEARING ON REASSESSMENT REGARDING THORDENSKJOLD DRAIN NO. 1 WHEREAS, the Barnes County Water Resource District (“Barnes”) owns, operates, manages, and maintains THORDENSKJOLD DRAIN NO. 1 in various portions of Barnes County, North Dakota; Barnes owns and operates THORDENSKJOLD DRAIN NO. 1 as a legal assessment drain in accordance with North Dakota law. WHEREAS, By law, water resource districts may reassess legal assessment drains to more accurately reflect current benefits of the drains, to more accurately reflect drain watersheds, to address changing conditions within drain watersheds, and to ensure all properties that benefit from legal assessment drains pay their fair share of drain maintenance, operation, and improvement costs. WHEREAS, Barnes may reassess THORDENSKJOLD DRAIN NO. 1 to more accurately reflect benefits of THORDENSKJOLD DRAIN NO. 1, to consider current conditions in the THORDENSKJOLD DRAIN NO. 1 watershed, to include newly-developed property, to address other changes to property within the THORDENSKJOLD DRAIN NO. 1 watershed, and to ensure all properties pay their fair share of project costs. WHEREAS, Barnes and its agents recently reviewed the assessment district for THORDENSKJOLD DRAIN NO. 1 and discovered that certain tracts, lots, pieces, or parcels of land not previously included in the THORDENSKJOLD DRAIN NO. 1 maintenance assessment district benefit from THORDENSKJOLD DRAIN NO. 1 and that benefits to some parcels within the assessment district have changed over time. WHEREAS, Barnes approached the Ransom County Water Resource District (“Ransom”) and the two water resource districts agreed that some of the properties that benefit from THORDENSKJOLD DRAIN NO. 1 are in Ransom County; with that in mind, Barnes and Ransom entered into a Joint Powers Agreement under which the two water resource districts agreed to conduct the THORDENSKJOLD DRAIN NO. 1 reassessment jointly. WHEREAS, Barnes and Ransom are, collectively, the “Districts.” WHEREAS, the Districts believe reassessing the THORDENSKJOLD DRAIN NO. 1 assessment district is necessary, fair, and equitable. 2 WHEREAS, to analyze and consider the benefits of THORDENSKJOLD DRAIN NO. 1, Barnes directed its engineer to investigate the watershed, to determine the benefits to property within the watershed, and to compile a preliminary reassessment list for the Districts’ review and consideration. WHEREAS, Barnes’ engineer reviewed LiDAR data to determine the THORDENSKJOLD DRAIN NO. 1 watershed boundary, as well as flow paths and drainage patterns within the watershed; aerial imagery to determine and verify land use; USDA information regarding land use, soil health, and productivity; and County records to evaluate parcel ownership, parcel size, and locations. WHEREAS, other considerations regarding preliminary benefit determinations included proximity to THORDENSKJOLD DRAIN NO. 1, wetland and wildlife easements, and subsurface drainage infrastructure. WHEREAS, Barnes’ engineer presented a proposed reassessment methodology for the Districts’ review and consideration at multiple meetings; the Districts modified the proposed methodology until they were confident the proposed preliminary reassessment list accurately captured and reflected the benefits of THORDENSKJOLD DRAIN NO. 1 to the parcels within the THORDENSKJOLD DRAIN NO. 1 watershed. WHEREAS, the Districts, of their own volition and without any statutory requirement to do so, conducted informational meetings for landowners within the THORDENSKJOLD DRAIN NO. 1 watershed, including landowners within the current THORDENSKJOLD DRAIN NO. 1 assessment district and landowners the Districts propose to include in the THORDENSKJOLD DRAIN NO. 1 assessment district via the proposed reassessment. WHEREAS, at the public informational meetings, the Districts and Barnes’ engineer explained the reassessment process and the methodology utilized to determine the benefits of THORDENSKJOLD DRAIN NO. 1; presented the preliminary reassessment list; and allowed all parties to ask questions or offer input regarding specific benefit determinations, the Districts’ proposed reassessment methodology, and the reassessment process. WHEREAS, following the public informational meetings, the District and Barnes’ engineer discussed and considered all input provided. WHEREAS, after months of preparation, investigation, analysis, and consideration regarding the THORDENSKJOLD DRAIN NO. 1 watershed and benefits to parcels within the watershed, and following engagement of the landowners within the watershed, the Districts are prepared to proceed with the formal reassessment process, including the statutory reassessment hearing. 3 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Managers of the Barnes County Water Resource District and the Board of Managers of the Ransom County Water Resource District that the Districts will jointly conduct a public hearing on the reassessment for THORDENSKJOLD DRAIN NO. 1, as required by law, on Monday, February 12, 2024, at 10:00 a.m., at the Barnes County Highway Department in Valley City, North Dakota. The Districts’ counsel will arrange for publication of notice of the hearing three times in both The Valley City Times Record and in the Ransom County Gazette, and will mail notice of the hearing, by first-class mail, to each owner currently within the THORDENSKJOLD DRAIN NO. 1 assessment district, and to each owner of land who benefits from THORDENSKJOLD DRAIN NO. 1 but who is not currently within the assessment district. The envelopes that contain the notices will be clearly marked “ASSESSMENT NOTICE” as required by law. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, to accommodate as many landowners as possible, in addition to conducting the reassessment hearing in-person for all who can attend, the Districts will also afford landowners the opportunity to attend and participate virtually. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, at the public hearing, the Districts will allow interested landowners and other parties to offer and submit comments, input, evidence, and questions regarding the reassessment process, the Districts’ methodology utilized to determine the benefits of THORDENSKJOLD DRAIN NO. 1, and parcel-specific benefit determinations. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Managers of the Barnes County Water Resource District approves the assessment list attached to this RESOLUTION as the preliminary reassessment list for THORDENSKJOLD DRAIN NO. 1. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Managers of the Ransom County Water Resource District approves the assessment list attached to this RESOLUTION as the preliminary reassessment list for THORDENSKJOLD DRAIN NO. 1. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, following the public hearing, the Districts will consider all comments, input, evidence, and questions submitted; if necessary and warranted, the Districts will modify proposed benefits for parcels where appropriate; and the Districts will ultimately approve a final reassessment list for THORDENSKJOLD DRAIN NO. 1. 4 APPROVED: BARNES COUNTY WATER RESOURCE DISTRICT _____________________________ Jerry Hieb, Chair ATTEST: _____________________________ Heather Manson Secretary-Treasurer 5 The motion for the adoption of the foregoing RESOLUTION was duly seconded by Manager ___________. On roll call vote the following managers voted aye: _________________________. The following managers voted nay: __________. The following managers were absent and did not vote: __________. The motion carried unanimously, and the RESOLUTION was duly adopted. Date Approved: ______________, 2023 6 APPROVED: RANSOM COUNTY WATER RESOURCE DISTRICT _____________________________ Scott Olerud, Chair ATTEST: _____________________________ Heather Edison Secretary-Treasurer 7 The motion for the adoption of the foregoing RESOLUTION was duly seconded by Manager Olerud. On roll call vote the following managers voted aye: Olerud/Hartl. The following managers voted nay: none. The following managers were absent and did not vote:Huether. The motion carried unanimously, and the RESOLUTION was duly adopted. Date Approved: Dec.8, 2023 8 EXHIBIT A Preliminary Reassessment List
Greg reported that they got a bill from Sargent County Water for Drain #11, the commission had prior declined to pay and also upheld that decision. They have gotten a response of legal action may be taken to enforce payment. 
Next meeting scheduled for Jan. 12 at 10 a.m.

Ron made a motion 2nd by Scott to adjourn the meeting.
_______________________



________________________
Scott Olerud, Chairman                                               Heather Edison, Secretary
