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                   RANSOM COUNTY WATER RESOURCE BOARD
July 14, 2023 DRAFT MINUTES
SUBJECT TO BOARD APPROVAL
The Ransom County Water Resource District met on July, 2023 with Tim Huether, Ron Hartl and Scott Olerud present. Jerry Hieb and Mike Opat representing Barnes County. The meeting was called to order at 10:04 a.m. by Manager Olerud.
The floor was given to Mike Opat.  He discussed the Thordenskjold Drain.  Ron made a motion based on the landowner support to sign the Joint Powers Agreement with Barnes County Water. 2nd by Tim. Roll call vote taken all in favor motion carried.
Ron made a motion to accept the consent agreement with Ohnstad Twichell for the Joint Powers with Barnes County, 2nd by Tim. Roll call vote taken all in favor motion carried.

Mike also discussed Sheyenne Bank stabilization as the Red River Joint Board had met. The RRJB paid ½ ad the State Water paid the other ½ for an analysis. There may be some projects coming down the pipe.
Mike & Jerry left the meeting at 10:39 a.m.
Minutes from the June 9 were read. Ron made a motion 2nd by Tim to approve the minutes.
Tim made a motion to approve the financials, 2nd by Ron, upon roll call vote motion carried unanimously.
Tim made a motion 2nd by Ron to approve the bills. Upon roll call vote the motion carried unanimously.
The following bills were presented:


Waste Management $476.39



Gordys $1020.22



IE $2851



Cass Cty Electric $760.83



True Value $75.55



Heather Edison (Stamps) $63



DRN $241.33



Lisbon Septic $500



MTI $91.54



Cardmember Services $1068.15



Pete Christiansen $957.26



Jeff odegard $415.28



Sharon Urbach $637.21



Heather Edison $804.74 



Jeanie odegard $449.06



Heather Edison $100-ins



Amy Smith $66 (cancel camping)



Nilson Law $55



Larson Helicopters $7299.35 (lets discuss)

Discussion held on pavilion options. Board wasn’t sold on any of the 3 options.
Brent Gregor Tile application reviewed. Tim/Ron – roll call – insert sean’s minutes****
Application to Install a Subsurface Water Management System No. 2023-03 for Brent Gregor in the South Half the Southwest Quarter of Section 16, the Southeast Quarter of Section 16, and the East Half of Section 17 in Rosemeade Township
The Board next reviewed an Application to Install a Subsurface Water Management System No. 2023-03 filed July 10, 2023, by Applicant Brent Gregor.  Under the Application, Applicant seeks to install a 405-acre drain tile system in the South Half of the Southwest Quarter of Section 16, the Southeast Quarter of Section 16, and the East Half of Section 17 in Rosemeade Township, Ransom County, North Dakota.  The project in the East Half of Section 17 will connect to the system in the South Half of Section 16 via a line under 146th Avenue SE.  The project will include two pump outlets, both in the South Half of Section 16.  The first pump will be along the south boundary of the Southeast Quarter of Section 16 and will discharge into the north road ditch along County Road 133; the discharge will flow to the west, along the south boundary of Section 16 until reaching the southwest corner of the Southwest Quarter of Section 16, the location of the second pump.  The discharge from the second pump will discharge into the road ditch at the intersection of County Road 133 and 146th Avenue SE.  The discharge from both pumps will then flow south in the east road ditch along 146th Avenue SE, along the west boundary of Section 21 of Rosemeade Township, and will ultimately flow into the Tri-County Drain.

According to County tax roll information, Brent Gregor owns the Southeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of Section 17; Brent and Anissa Gregor own the remainder of the Northeast Quarter of Section 17 and the Southeast Quarter of Section 17; GMG Ranch LLP owns the South Half of the Southwest Quarter of Section 16; and Bradley Griggs owns the Southeast Quarter of Section 16.  With regard to downstream properties, Sundale Hutterian Brethren Association owns the West Half of Section 21.

Manager Huether moved, and Manager Hartl seconded the motion, to approve Application to Install a Subsurface Water Management System No. 2023-03 filed July 10, 2023, for Brent Gregor in the South Half of the Southwest Quarter of Section 16; the Southeast Quarter of Section 16; and the East Half of Section 17 in Rosemeade Township, and to authorize the Secretary-Treasurer to sign Subsurface Water Management Permit No. 2023-03, subject to the following conditions:

1. Applicant will install and maintain erosion protection at any and all outlets into Ransom County’s highway right of way. 

2. Applicant will install and maintain erosion protection at any and all outlets into Rosemeade Township’s road right of way. 

3. Applicant will re-establish any areas disturbed installing or maintaining Applicant’s tile system.

4. Applicant will turn off any pump outlets and otherwise close all outlets during “critical flood periods,” as determined by the Ransom County Water Resource District.
5. Applicant will not install Applicant’s tile system within 20 feet, on either side, of any rural water lines Southeast Water Users District has in the South Half of Section 16 or the East Half of Section 17 in Rosemeade Township under any blanket easements, or otherwise beyond the Water District’s existing easement(s).

6. Applicant will remove silt or vegetation, or repair erosion or scour damages directly caused by Applicant’s tile system, but only up to one mile downstream of the project outlets.
7. Applicant must apply for an amendment to Subsurface Water Management Permit No. 2023-03 in advance of any proposed alterations to outlet locations, the addition of any outlets, or improvements or modifications to the tile system that could increase the capacity or drainage area of the tile system. 

Upon roll call vote, the motion carried unanimously. 

With regard to condition #6, Applicant’s obligations to remove silt or vegetation, or to repair erosion or scour damages, will only arise upon submission of substantial evidence to the Board by a downstream landowner or road authority that Applicant’s tile system directly caused accumulation of silt or vegetation, erosion, or scouring.  

Under Section 61-32-03.1, the Board cannot attach any additional conditions to Applicant’s permit.  However, for Applicant’s protection, and to ensure protection of Applicant’s tile system, the Board will recommend that Applicant comply with the following:

1. The Board recommends that Applicant obtain written consent from the owner of the South Half of the Southwest Quarter of Section 16 to install any tile components.

2. The Board recommends that Applicant obtain written consent from the Ransom County Highway Department to discharge into or otherwise utilize any of the County’s highway right of way.

3. The Board recommends that Applicant obtain written consent from Rosemeade Township to install any pipeline or other components within the Township’s road right of way.

4. The Board recommends that Applicant obtain written consent from Rosemeade Township to discharge into or otherwise utilize any of the Township’s road right of way.

5. The Board recommends that Applicant obtain all other necessary and requisite licenses, permits, registrations, and/or approvals from all applicable federal, state, county, and municipal governments, and any other applicable governmental entities.


Sean Fredricks will provide copies of the Board’s Notice of Decision, Subsurface Water Management Permit No. 2023-03, and Applicant’s downstream flow map to the Department of Water Resources, GMG Ranch LLP, Bradley Griggs, Sundale Hutterian Brethren Association, the Rosemeade Township Board of Township Supervisors, the Ransom County Highway Department, and Southeast Water Users District.  Applicant’s detailed project design map is an exempt record, and the Board will not provide copies to any third parties.
Heather will check and see if we can post the draft minutes on the county website.
Scott made a motion to raise board daily per diem to $175 and quarterly to remain as is. 2nd by Ron. Upon roll call vote the motion carried.
Next meeting date at 10 a.m. August 11. 
Tim made a motion 2nd by Ron to adjourn the meeting. Meeting adjourned at 11:19 a.m.
_______________________



________________________
Scott Olerud, Chairman                                               Heather Edison, Secretary
