RANSOM COUNTY

COMMISSIONERS’ PROCEEDINGS

JULY 3, 2001

Chairman Ron Torbenson called the meeting to order at 9:00 A.M.  Members in attendance were Patty Carlblom, Steve Dick, Ron Torbenson and Jon Wiltse.  Absent was Kevin Bishop.

Minutes of the June 19th meeting were discussed.  Following changes, Steve Dick motioned to accept the minutes as corrected and Jon Wiltse seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

Jack Lawler and Doug Staller with Tewaukon National Wildlife Refuge met with the Board.  Doug is replacing Sandra Siekaniec as the Refuge Manager.  They brought the County’s revenue sharing check in the amount of $4,321.00.

Marie Anderson met with the Board to discuss the possibility of having another day of training with Kadrmas, Lee & Jackson on the new soils program.  She also indicated that we did not have 57 ortho digital photos that we needed which would be an extra cost.  Discussion was had as to what was in the original contract with KLJ as far as installation of software and training.  Steve Dick made a motion to authorize an extra day of training and to go ahead with the ortho digital photos that we need.  Jon Wiltse seconded the motion, which carried.

Conrad Steinhaus indicated to the Board that Doug Wendel with KBW wanted to know what the Commissioners wished to do with the old doors and lights.  It was mentioned that Randy Gallagher would probably use some of the old lights for parts.

The rest would be disposed of.

David Dick met with the Board.  He informed them that his new lap top computer had been installed, but that some of the 911 and Highway information was still on the old computer.  He indicated that a representative from the Highway Department would be down on July 10th to install the highway information.  The 911 information would be transferred through a CD.  In about a week David thought the old computer would be available for use by another office and Jerry Lamb with the Highway Department had indicated that he would be interested in getting this computer.

David also informed the Board about the different things happening with the FEMA disaster.  He indicated that every site needed to be visited by a Federal, State and local person and that a GPS was needed on every site as well.  David had to purchase a GPS and indicated that when they were done with it the Highway Department could probably put it to good use.  He indicated that himself and Bernie Schultz would do 13 townships and that the FEMA team would do the County, the Water Board and the cities of Lisbon and Enderlin.  All projects would be small, except for 1 in Shenford Township.  The FEMA team will be writing up this larger project.

The 911 cellular fees were discussed.  Effective August 1st the County can put a fee of $1.00 on wireless phones.  To do that, the County needs to hold a public hearing and adopt a resolution.  Patty Carlblom made a motion to adopt the proposed 911 fee resolution as per the sample one that was provided and Jon Wiltse seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.   The resolution reads as follows:

PROPOSED WIRELESS 911 FEE RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, emergency 911 services are critical to the public safety; and

WHEREAS, the percentage of 911 calls initiated through wireless communication devices is now approaching fifty percent in the state of North Dakota; and 

WHEREAS, wireless 911 calls do not provide the enhanced call-back and local information essential to efficient call management and increased public safety; and 

WHEREAS, the monthly 911 fee on traditional telephone exchange access service imposed pursuant to NDCC 57-40.6 is insufficient to implement enhanced 911 for wireless communication services and is unfair in its limited application to landline telephone service only; and

WHEREAS, THE 57TH legislative Assembly amended NDCC 57-40.6 to permit the extension of existing 911 fees to wireless communication service by governing board resolution; and 

WHEREAS, the nature of wireless communication service and the costs of implementing enhanced wireless 911 make it most cost-effective for all jurisdictions to jointly implement and therefore extend their local 911 fees in a coordinated manner.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Ransom County Board of Commissioners extends the existing 911 fee on telephone exchange access service to wireless service, consistent with the requirements of federal and state law.

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall be forwarded to all wireless service providers registered to operate in North Dakota, as notice that the fee shall be added to their monthly billings for all customers with a subscriber service address in this county as soon as practical after the adoption date of this resolution, but no later than October 1, 2001 and that the revenues shall be collected and remitted on a monthly basis to the County Treasurer with each provider retaining a portion of the revenues for their actual costs of fee administration pursuant to the limitations of NDCC 57-40.6-04.

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that the County Treasurer shall create a separate Wireless 911 fund and retain the revenues received pursuant to this resolution separately until such time as NDCC 57-40.6-05 allows them to be combined with all other 911 fee revenue.

A public hearing on the matter is scheduled for August 21, 2001 at l0:00 A.M. in the Commissioner’s Room of the Ransom County Courthouse.

Problems with the County Radio were discussed.  David will get estimates on a new repeater system and bring them back to the Board.

David also asked if the Board had an itemized job description for his job.  He told the Board that he would like to see one, and that he would like the Highway Department Secretary job to be dropped from this list.  Jon Wiltse asked David to make a list of all the things that he does.

The following correspondence was reviewed:

1. State Health Dept. Reminds Residents About Open-Burning 

Restrictions

2. Letter from ND Dept of Transportation regarding 2002-2004

Federal Aid Program

3. Letter from U.S. Census Bureau regarding the Count Question

Resolution

4. Letter from ND Dept of Transportation regarding Stream Crossing

Standards

5. Bulleting from Division of Community Services

Connie Gilbert asked whether the Commission would like another notary public in the Courthouse.  Jon Wiltse made a motion to go ahead and get a notary in the Auditor’s office and Patty Carlblom seconded the motion, which carried.

A Road Maintenance Schedule from the U.S. Forest Service was discussed and will be looked at again at the next scheduled meeting.

Erv Sahr with Ottertail Power Co gave an up-date on the new heating system.

There being no further business to come before the Board, Ron Torbenson adjourned the meeting at 10:55 A.M.

ATTEST:

_______________________________          _________________________________

Connie Gilbert

Ransom County Auditor                             

