RANSOM COUNTY

COMMISSIONERS’ PROCEEDINGS

JUNE 19, 2001

Chairman Ron Torbenson called the meeting to order at 9:00 A.M.  All members were in attendance.

Minutes of the June 5th meeting were discussed.  Following changes, Jon Wiltse moved to approve said minutes and Steve Dick seconded the motion, which carried.

The 5-County meeting will be held at Prairie Pothole Lodge, hosted by Dickey County.  Approximately 6 people will be attending from Ransom County.

An alcoholic beverage event permit application was reviewed from Sportsman’s Bar in Englevale for the 30th of June.  Steve Dick made a motion to approve said permit application and Kevin Bishop seconded the motion, which carried.

Bills and payroll were reviewed by the Commission.  Jon Wiltse motioned to approve both bills and payroll and Kevin Bishop seconded the motion.  It passed unanimously.

Conrad Steinhaus informed the board that he had received a verbal resignation from Deputy Shannon Sullivan.  He indicated that the County might need to take a look at salary and benefits to compete with the surrounding area.

Jerry Lamb met with the Board and gave 3 different sizes and price ranges for culverts for the Wall St. project:

               72”---------------------$5,089.00

               87” x 63”--------------$6,542.20

             103” x 71”--------------$7,577.50

After discussion, Jon Wiltse moved to approve the 103” x 71” at a cost of $7,577.50. Steve Dick seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

The Painter Bridge was discussed.  Jerry Lamb informed the Board that 1997 was the last time it was on our Bridge inventory.  He indicated that the State would have to go out and inspect the Bridge and put it back on the inventory list.

Doug Johnson of Enderlin met with the Board concerning the Enderlin Golf Course road.  Enderlin is thinking of paving this road in the year 2003.  Mr. Johnson asked the Commission if the County would be willing to sponsor this project and if there would be any funding available to help with it.  The County will gladly be a sponsor for the project, but as far as funding the Commission felt that manpower may be available to help, but no dollars were available.

The Board recessed as the County Commissioners and assembled as the Board of Equalization at 10:00 A.M.  Present were Marie Anderson, Wayne Jones, Alvin & Bea Wall and Virgil & Karen Schultz.  Much discussion was had regarding Owego Township and valuation of Ag land.

After hearing all comments, Steve Dick made a motion to accept the figures as turned in by all Townships and to increase all Ag land by 3%, to be in compliance with the State (this includes a 23% decrease to Owego Township).  Kevin Bishop seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken:

               Steve Dick – Aye

               Kevin Bishop – Aye

               Jon Wiltse – Nay

               Patty Carlblom – Aye

               Ron Torbenson – Aye

Motion carried.

Marie Anderson also mentioned to the Board that she felt the City of Fort Ransom should be re-assessed for next year and recommended that we send them a letter, ask that they get a new assessor and re-assess the whole City. Patty Carlblom then made a motion to send a letter to the City of Fort Ransom telling them that the County Assessor does not have time to assess their whole City, and they have the option of retaining an Assessor for the City, or the County will be forced to hire a private company to do that.  Jon Wiltse seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

The Board of Commissioners reconvened the regular meeting.

Gaylen Dick came before the Board with concerns about a road in Hanson Township that has high water on both sides and felt that perhaps a lower speed limit should be posted on both ends of this area.  The Commission set a speed limit of 35 mph for this stretch of road.  Mr. Dick was also concerned over the leafy spurge in the County, which had not been sprayed.  The Board indicated that a new sprayer had to be hired and needed to be certified, the spray truck needed extensive repairs and the weather had not been cooperating.  The Board assured Mr. Dick that the leafy spurge would be taken care of.

Randy Grueneich met with the Commission regarding the new copier he would like to order.  It is a digital machine, will do 45 copies per minute and the cost is $7,899.00.  Jon Wiltse motioned to let Randy order said machine and Patty Carlblom seconded.  Motion carried.  Randy also asked about wages for summer help and was told to try to stay around $5.50 per hour.

The FEMA team that will be handling Ransom County met with the Board.  This officially gets things started and the paperwork will all have to be turned in within 30 days.

Randy Gallagher and Conrad Steinhaus presented a cost update on the heating system removal.  They also shared updates and changes proposed by KBW Associates, which were discussed by the Board.  Patty Carlblom made a motion to approve the handicap accessible door and the cement that goes with it on the West side of the Courthouse building.  Kevin Bishop seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.  KBW had submitted a change order in writing and after discussing several different items, Kevin Bishop motioned to sign said change order and Jon Wiltse seconded the motion, which carried.

Susan Froemke met with the Board regarding several upcoming changes in her office.  Effective August 1, 2001 the office name will change from Register of Deeds to County Recorder.  Also, House Bill 1105, which deals with the UCC Division, will eliminate certain name signing and make things uniform nationwide.  All new forms will be used effective July 1st.

Susan also informed the Board that House Bill 1332 regarding the refunding of taxes or fees under $5.00 had been passed and asked if the Commission would like to sign a resolution stating they were in favor of this.  Steve Dick made a motion that to be in compliance with House Bill 1332, Ransom County would no longer refund fees or taxes under $5.00.  Patty Carlblom seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.  The Commissioners adopted the following Resolution:

RESOLUTION

               Be it resolved that Ransom County in accordance with House Bill No. 1332 


  and pursuant to Chapter 11-10 of the North Dakota Century Code, effective


  July 1, 2001, will not refund overpayments of taxes or fees under $5.00.

Susan will send out a memo to all Department Heads regarding the under $5.00 refunding.

She also further informed the Commission that recording fees would be going from $7.00 to $10.00 for the 1st page and an additional $3.00 per page thereafter.  The additional $3.00 in fees are to be put into a separate Document Preservation fund.  Susan also asked the Board’s permission to check out the real estate portion of the Register of Deed’s office in other Counties that had comparable size and work load.  She was told to go ahead and check into this.

Steve Dick commented on the New Economy Initiative meeting in Medora.

There being no further business to come before the Board, Chairman Torbenson adjourned the meeting.

ATTEST:

_________________________________                   ________________________________

Connie Gilbert

Ransom County Auditor                                

