RANSOM COUNTY COMMISSIONER’S

PROCEEDINGS

MARCH 20, 2001

9:00 A.M.

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Ron Torbenson with all members in attendance.

Jon Wiltse moved to approve the minutes of the February 20, 2001 meeting.  Kevin Bishop seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Patty Carlblom  made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 6, 2001 meeting.

Steve Dick seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Kevin Bishop motioned to approve a raffle permit for the Drift Skippers Snowmobile Club.  Steve Dick seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Connie Gilbert presented information on a maintenance contract for the check- signing machine.  We will hold off on this to make sure the machine is working the way we want it to and to determine if we will actually need this contract.

The 5-County meeting will be held in Sargent County on April 5th and it was determined that 8 from our County would be attending.

Gaming site authorizations for American Foundation for Wildlife concerning Sand Dune Saloon, McLeod, ND and Sportsmen’s Bar, Englevale, ND were discussed.  Pete Ressler, with the American Foundation for Wildlife wasn’t sure if there was a fee involved, but indicated that he would send one if there was.  Patty indicated that she thought there was a fee.  Connie will check into this.

Correspondence from Lake Agassiz Regional Council was discussed.  Connie should contact Tracey Anderson to see if we have ever had to sign this type of paperwork before, as it did not look familiar.

Jerry Lamb reported to the Board that Road Restrictions went on as of March 19, 2001.

Vacation time around the 4th of July was discussed for the Road Dept.

Roger Elijah had reported a bad spot on the Buttzville Road.  Jerry will drive this stretch of road and check it out.

Discussion was had regarding page 19 of the Employee Policy Manual where it states “Department Heads may authorize vacation leave requests of 2 days or less without Commissioner’s approval”.  Jon Wiltse made a motion that we strike those words and Kevin Bishop seconded.  After discussion, Steve Dick motioned to amend that this matter be directed to the Personnel Committee.  Patty Carlblom seconded, with the stipulation that a memo be sent to all County Employees explaining the Commission’s wish to remove such wording.  All voting Aye.  Motion carried.    A vote was taken on the motion as amended.  All in favor.  Motion carried. Determination of such will be made at the next regularly scheduled meeting.  

Ron Torbenson recessed the meeting at 9:30 A.M.

Chairman Torbenson reconvened the meeting at 10:00 A.M.

Randy Gallagher presented information from Jerry Hartford who was interested in having a design for our heating system project.

The following bids were received on the new heating and off-peak system:

1. Otter Tail Power Company – Jamestown, ND

      Heating Units Only - $52,865.27

2. Overn Electric – Lisbon, ND

      Labor & Related Materials Only - $57,674.44

3. Fergus Electric – Fergus Falls, MN

      Labor & Related Materials Only - $79,345.00

4. Grotberg Electric, Inc. – Valley City, ND

      Labor & Related Materials Only - $31,500.00

      Heating Units Only - $65,200.00

After discussion, Steve Dick made a motion to accept the bid of Otter Tail Power Company  - $52,865.27 for the heaters and Grotberg Electric, Inc. - $31,500.00 for the labor and installation, making a total bid of $84,365.27.

Kevin Bishop seconded.

A roll call vote was taken.

     Patty – yes

     Jon – yes

     Steve – yes

     Kevin – yes

     Ron – yes

Motion carried unanimously.

Saundra Siekaniec with the Tewaukon Wildlife Refuge came before the Board with their annual report.  She reported that in 2003 it will be the National Wildlife System’s 100th birthday with events being planned.

County burials were discussed.  Patty Carlblom motioned to increase the fee we pay for county burials by $100 to $1900.  Jon Wiltse seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.

Discussion was had pertaining to the County bills.  Jon Wiltse made a motion to approve the bills and Kevin Bishop seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Conrad Steinhaus informed the Board that the uptown offices were holding an Open House on March 27th from 3:00 to 5:00 P.M.  Root beer floats will be served.

The removal of the old heating system was discussed.  Randy Gallagher and Connie Gilbert will work together to get a notice in the paper, with bids to be back by the last meeting in April, being April 17th.

Kevin Bishop motioned to approve the payroll.  Patty Carlblom seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Marie Anderson was asked about inundated acres.  A bill had been passed by both houses, but was awaiting the Governor’s signature.

Jon Wiltse made a motion to have Ron Torbenson fill in and sign a proxy for the North Dakota Insurance Reserve.  Steve Dick seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Ron Torbenson recessed the meeting until a later date.

ATTEST:

___________________________                         ____________________________

Connie Gilbert

Ransom County Auditor

