RANSOM COUNTY

COMMISSIONERS’ PROCEEDINGS

NOVEMBER 6, 2001

Chairman Torbenson called the meeting to order at 9:00 A.M.  Members present were Patty Carlblom, Steve Dick, Ron Torbenson and Jon Wiltse.  Absent was Kevin Bishop.

Minutes of the October 16, 2001 meeting were reviewed.  Patty Carlblom motioned to approve said minutes and Steve Dick seconded the motion, which carried.

Terry Brown and members of the Personnel Committee met with the Board.  Terry asked that the Commission consider 2 things:  (1) to grant the day after Thanksgiving and Christmas Eve morning as holidays this year, and (2) that the Personnel Committee be a permanent advisory committee to the commission, with policies and procedures for representation and a regular meeting schedule.  Terry thanked the Board for the opportunity to allow a personnel committee so that all county employees have a place to go to voice their opinions.  The Personnel Committee will provide the Commission with the needed papers to make the sick leave and vacation policy the same for all county employees.  This will be presented to the Board at their next regularly scheduled meeting.

Steve Dick made a motion that we allow the day after Thanksgiving and the morning of Christmas Eve as holidays this year.  Jon Wiltse seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.  This is not a change that will carry forth from year to year.  The Auditor’s office will put a notice in the papers that the county offices will be closed on those days.

9:30 A.M. – BID OPENING ON PATROL VEHICLE
The following bids were received:


Nelson – Fergus Falls, MN

$26,668.00, without trade


(2002 Ford Expedition)

$24,968.00, with trade


Berube, Inc. – Lisbon, ND

$24,000, without trade


(2001 Ford Expedition)

$23,000, with trade


Offutt Motors – Lisbon, ND 

$33,348.00, without trade


(2001 Chevrolet Tahoe)

$28,848.00, with trade


Offutt Motors – Lisbon, ND

$26,887.00, without trade


(2000 Cadillac Escalade)

$23,387.00, with trade

Conrad Steinhaus suggested to the Commission to accept the bid from Berube, Inc.  After discussion, Steve Dick made a motion to accept the bid from Berube, Inc. and to trade in the old vehicle.  Jon Wiltse seconded the motion.  Chairman Torbenson called for a roll call vote:


Steve Dick – Yes


Jon Wiltse – Yes


Patty Carlblom – Yes


Ron Torbenson – Yes

Motion carried.  Dennis Berube indicated to the Board that it would possibly be a month before delivery.

An application for an abatement on Lot 20, Block 8, Riverside Addition to the City of Enderlin was reviewed.  The City of Enderlin has already approved this.  Patty Carlblom moved to approve the abatement and Steve Dick seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

A correspondence was read from the Department of Veterans Affairs, which indicated that thanks to our Veterans Service Officer, Richard Wimer, $878,690.00 in the form of VA benefits and $9,341.25 in the form of State benefits came into Ransom County for fiscal year 2000.

The Auditor informed the Board that the Governor’s Homeland Security Conference date had been changed from November 16th to December 13th.

A correspondence from the Department of Health was received which indicated that possible violations may have occurred in regard to the removal of the old Welton’s Tire Service building.  It was felt that this was perhaps a township matter, but we should have Wayne Jones look at this.

10:00 A.M. – PUBLIC HEARING – SEPARATION OF OFFICES OF CLERK OF COURT & COUNTY RECORDER

No interested party was present to object to the separation of offices of Clerk of Court & County Recorder, therefore, Steve Dick made a motion to adopt the following Resolution:

FINAL RESOLUTION

Separating the functions of Clerk of District Court and County Recorder

and creating an Appointed Clerk of District Court

WHEREAS North Dakota century Code Section 11-10-02, effective January 1, 2003, provides that in counties having a population of 6,000 or less, the County Recorder (formerly known as County Register of Deeds) serves as ex officio Clerk of District Court, unless the County has adopted one of the optional forms of county government or has combined or separated the functions of county offices or redesignated offices as elective or appointive pursuant to chapter 11-10.2 or 11-10.3; and

WHEREAS North Dakota Century Code Section 11-10.2-02 provides that a county may, without requiring local citizens to permit county home rule powers, separate the functions of county offices and redesignate an elective office as appointive; and 

WHEREAS Ransom County currently has a population of less than 6,000, and currently has a separately elected Clerk of District Court and County Recorder; and

WHEREAS Ransom County has conducted an analysis as required by chapter 11-10.2-03 to determine the desirability of maintaining the separate offices.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that effective January 1, 2003, the functions of the Clerk of the District Court be separated from the office of County Recorder, and the position of Clerk of District Court be created as a separate appointive position in accordance with the published plan.

Patty Carlblom seconded the motion.  Discussion followed.  Chairman Torbenson called for a roll call vote:


Jon Wiltse – Yes


Patty Carlblom – Yes


Ron Torbenson – Yes


Steve Dick – Yes

Motion carried.  Resolution declared adopted.

David Dick met with the Board.  He indicated that all FEMA projects had now been approved.  The State Emergency Management office has indicated that they would like a local emergency planning committee so that more emphasis can be made on civil defense and homeland security.  The SARA fund would also be handled by this committee.  The makeup of this committee was discussed.  It was felt that it should be comprised of the following:

(1) A Commissioner

(2) A representative from the Enderlin Fire Department

(3) A representative from the Fort Ransom Fire Department

(4) A representative from the Lisbon Fire Department

(5) The Ransom County Sheriff, and

(6) The local Emergency Manager

It was also felt that perhaps someone from the health field could sit on this committee, who would be knowledgeable about chemicals.  This committee would only be required to meet once a year.  David will look into getting this committee formed.

10:30 A.M. – Hearing on Appraisal – Delinquent Properties
No one was present to make objections, so delinquent properties will stand as appraised.

Bea Wall came before the Board with a request to get a copy of a detailed soils mapping disk from Kadrmas, Lee & Jackson with regard to Owego Township.  She indicated that Craig Sobolik with that office had told her they needed written authorization from the Board before they could release the disk.  Patty Carlblom made a motion that the Auditor draft a letter to Kadrmas, Lee & Jackson stating that the Ransom County Commission was in agreement with any township that wanted this information.  Discussion followed.  The motion was amended to read Owego township only, and that the disk was to be used for taxation purposes only and not to be reproduced.  The Board felt that Wayne Jones should look into this matter.  Jon Wiltse seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.  

Bea Wall also informed the Board that they had more plugged culverts by the old Bjugstad place.  This will be checked into.

Ron Torbenson had received a call from Ralph Bartholomay regarding property in Sheldon, which will be on the tax sale.  It was felt that the taxes could be paid up, along with penalty & interest and record the Deed to the property, before the sale.

Conrad Steinhaus has put together a booklet of properties that are to be on the tax sale, which includes photographs of all properties.  Steinhaus also mentioned that there were several properties that had old buildings on them that could perhaps be demolished by some of the local fire departments as a training exercise.

Jerry Lamb met with the Board in regard to putting out bids for a new motor grader.  Steve Dick made a motion to run an ad on the bid and Jon Wiltse seconded the motion, which carried.  The bids will be opened at the December 4th meeting at 10:00 A.M.

Jerry indicated that the gravel roads in the County were in pretty good shape at this time, but could use some moisture to lay down the loose gravel. 

Correspondence was received from the NDDOT regarding an old project file, and did we want to close this or leave it open?  It was suggested that the Auditor call Kadrmas, Lee & Jackson to determine the status on this.  Another correspondence from the NDDOT regarding upcoming projects was reviewed and signed.

The proposed legislative re-districting was discussed.  The current proposal would cut Ransom County into three legislative districts.  Currently we are only in 1 district.  Patty Carlblom had contacted a re-districting committee member to voice her concerns.

An omitted property letter had been sent in regard to Lots 9, 10, 11 and 12, Block 21, Colton’s Third Addition to the City of Lisbon.  The Auditor asked if the omitted property could be put back on the tax roll.  Steve Dick motioned to allow this and Patty Carlblom seconded the motion, which carried.

An application for a raffle permit from Hauge Memorial VFW Post 9067 was considered.  The event is to take place on November 24, 2001.  Jon Wiltse made a motion to approve said raffle permit and Steve Dick seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

The City of Lisbon has paid up specials on Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 9, 10, 11 and 12, Block 9, Harris’ 2nd Addition; and Lots 4 & 10, Block 2, LBJ’s 1st Addition to the City of Lisbon and asked that the Commission abate taxes and deed these properties to the City.  Jon Wiltse motioned to do this and Steve Dick seconded.  Motion carried.

The Auditor indicated that the Water Board wondered if the Commission had made a decision about raising their per diems.  Jon Wiltse indicated that he had heard some opposition to this.  The Auditor’s office will check with other local counties to see what they are allowing and will bring this information to the next meeting.

A jail contract with Stutsman County was presented for approval.  Jon Wiltse motioned to approve said contract and Steve Dick seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

A cooperative agreement with the Forest Service and County Sheriff’s office was also presented for approval.  Steve Dick motioned to sign this agreement and Patty Carlblom seconded the motion, which carried.

David Dick will soon be retiring and there may be some internal people interested in taking on these duties.

There being no further business to come before the Board, Chairman Torbenson adjourned the meeting.

ATTEST:

_______________________________                  ________________________________

Connie Gilbert

Ransom County Auditor

